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Do you hesitate to answer the questions 
asked by today’s young people?... 


Vital Facets of Life | 


A Christian View of Sex and Life 


by Pastor Carl H. Harmon and Dr. E. W. Marquardt, M. D. 


Required Reading for Every Adolescent, 
Parent, and Youth Counsellor 


When young people ask about sex, courtship, marriage, and 
other subjects of vital importance to them, they expect accurate, 
honest, forthright answers. You can give them valuable aid — 
build confidence—and guide their footsteps along the right 
paths —if you will lean on the intimate, detailed knowledge and 
rich experience of the minister and doctor who collaborated in 
Writing “Vital Facts of Life’’. ; 

Get your copy at your religious book store, or order from the 


Concordia Publishing House’. 
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No Matter W here Y ou Live, Our Parish Paper Service 
Will Solve Your “Empty Pew” Problem 


PRACTICALLY every church in the United States 
and Canada must face the empty pew problem 
some time during its existence. Every day we receive 
letters from pastors—some right at our door, others 
from many miles away—asking if we can be of help 
to them. 


DISTANCE NO OBSTACLE 


From Maine to California, from Texas to Northern 
Canada, come these inquiries, all telling the discour- 
aging story of small congregations, indifferent work- 
ers, lack of co-operation, empty pews. These pastors 
realize the need of something that will keep the com- 
munity informed of the Church’s doings and awaken 
the interest of the business men. 

In most instances we can refer you to pastors in 
nearby churches where the Parish Paper Idea is used 
successfully. Regardless of how far away your church 
may be from us we can serve you quickly and effec- 
tively. Distance is no obstacle. We now print Parish 
Papers for churches in every State in the Union. 


THE PARISH PAPER IDEA 


If you are preaching to empty pews try out a 
parish paper. The best methods of church publicity, 


Samples of parish papers produced by this company. 
as well as full particulars regarding our Standardized 
Use this coupon. 


Service will be mailed to your office. 
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the proper use of printers’ ink, will work wonders in 
your church. A parish paper will make people think 
about your church—thinking, talking, planning, con- 
tributing! With the Parish Paper you can talk with 
them, tell them what you are doing and planning 


to do; you can place your message im every home in 
the community. 


EXTEND YOUR INFLUENCE 


Why struggle along through your pastorate, giving 
the best that is in you and yet laboring under heavy 
handicaps? What the Parish Paper has done for 
others it will do for you: advertise your church, 
increase the attendance and collection, conserve your 
time and increase your own prestige, and build a 
unity among your church workers and business men 
that will surprise you. You can be a successful pastor 
with a parish paper. 

You can publish a parish paper without costing 
you one penny. We will be glad to tell you how, 
free of charge. You really owe it to yourself and 
your church to investigate. 


Page 443 


NOVEMBER, 1949 
Vol. LI No. 11 


GeORN@c1. -ESNgslaes 


Resentment In The Minister’s Life........ 447 
Wayne C. Clarke 


Goodness Without Religion... 450 
G. Roy Bragg 


A. Philosophy “of (ites. setae ee 452 
Charles Banning 


Editorials 


ChurcheMethods= == 5 eee ae 456 


Today’s Burdens 

Bible Reading Program 

Child and Modern Training 
Quarrel Clinic 

Liquor Advertising 

Church’s Stand on Good and Evil 


Sermons 


Thanksgiving of Nehemiah 
Frank R. Snavely 


Standing on The Promises 
John W. McKelvey 


Believing Is Seeing 
Arthur R. Baer 


Can You Stand It? 
William H. Cole 


Pubior Sérmons eee! es Se Se 474 


Being a Witness 
Bell Out of Tune 
Putting Up Tent 


eppical: Index. .....<ntc. se mole aes 489 
Buyers’ Guide 


| 


The EXPOSITOR 


and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


A Journal of Practical Church Methods 


Building Our Nation 


HE colorful backstage story of a billion} 
TT dollar industry, as told by Prof. Ralpl| 
M. Hower of the Harvard School oj 
Business Administration, in his recently revised 
edition of “The History of an Advertising| 
Agency,” published by Harvard University 
Press, is a Cinderella tale, indeed. | 
Eighty years ago, advertising agents were 
step-children of business. Many had _theit 
offices only under their beaver hats, and waged 
cut-rate battles among themselves to get an 
order for a few inches of newspaper space. 
Prof. Hower ties this Cinderella existence of 


armies, and to change national habits. He 


Has the Church made use of the medium of 
Advertising? The Church has accepted respon- 
sibility for making known the message of Sal- 
vation to all peoples! A medium gauged to 
shape the habits and thinking of a nation in 
the economic, political, educational, and recrea- 
tional phases of American life does not leave 
untouched the spiritual life of a nation. If it 
is not geared to enhance the function of the 
Christian Church in our National existence, it 
is doing the opposite. 
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wrntshings CONTRIBUTE TO 


A WORSHIPFUL ATTITUDE 


poe furnishings exert a 
strong influence on the attitude 
of worshippers. All over America, 
churches benefit from the rare beauty, 
expert craftsmanship, and liturgical 
correctness of church furnishings by 
American Seating Company. 
Whatever the size of your own 
church budget, our Church Furniture 
Designers will be glad to consult with 


you, to help you achieve the utmost 
in satisfaction and serviceability. 

It will be worth your while to con- 
sider American Seating Company first 
for all such needs as pulpit and com- 
munion sets, chancel furniture, fonts, 
tables, folding chairs, and Sunday 
School equipment. Feel free to write 
to us about your problems—no obli- 
gation is involved. 
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HERE’S AN IDEA that will add a 
truly Christian message to all your 
Christmas gifts: Enclose a copy of 
The Upper Room in each Christmas 
package! The cost is trivial, the 
meaning immense! 


A subscription to The Upper 
Room makes a fine Christmas gift 
in itself. Special gift cards, bearing 
your name, will be mailed to the 
recipients without charge. 


You can also give beautiful pro- 
cessed leather cover cases to hold 
copies of The Upper Room, with the 
recipients’ names stamped on the 
front in gold. 


ays 


FOR A CHRISTIAN’S 


Christmas 


Still another idea: Use copies of 
The Upper Room as Christmas 
cards! Special Christmas envelopes 
are available for mailing. 


A Pocket Prayer Book 
The Pocket Book of Faith 


Here are two wonderful gift books, 
144 pages, vest pocket size, bound 
in imitation leather and stamped in 
gold. Compiled by Bishop Ralph 
Cushman, these two little books 
have sold into the hundred thou- 
sands. Give them singly or the two 
together! Price, postpaid, 35 cents 
each, 3 copies for $1.00. 


Send us your order AT ONCE to assure delivery before Christmas. 


Subscriptions to The Upper Room, two years to one address or two one-year subscriptions, 
$1.00. Ten or more copies of one issue to one address, 5 cents each. Special Christmas 
envelopes, 1 cent each. Cover cases, including name stamped on front, $1.00 each. 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 Grand Avenue 


NOW 
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Nashville 4, Tenn. 
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RESENTMENT IN 


THE 


MINISTER'S LIFE 


WAYNE C. CLARKE 


ists may not be the world, the flesh, or 
the devil, the relentlessly obstrusive dea- 

on, or the insidiously malignant gossip. 
Quite contrary from what he suspects, his 
pughest i See and most insidious temp- 
ation may be resentment, not the resentment 
thers may cherish toward him, but the 
esentment he cherishes within himself in an 
maarticulate sort of way toward others. This 
s a doubly insidious pitfall because so often 
the minister refuses to acknowledge its pres- 
ence. Quite rightly he recognizes the incom- 
patibility of such an attitude with the broad, 
reneral spirit of his calling. To acknowledge 
ts presence damages his ego, and so too often 
sure resentment is rationalized as righteous 
‘adignation. Thus it is permitted to lie within 
she depths of the good man’s personality where 

t causes extensive unhappiness and harm. 
The minister may feel and guiltily repress 
unholy anger toward the chairman of his 
soard of>deacons for a supposedly malicious 
apposition to one of his cherished aims. He 
may feel resentful toward a certain group of 
sersons in his congregation for an apparent 
slighting of his pulpit efforts. It may be a 
Sunday school class which almost to a man 
neglects to remain for the preaching services. 
He may feel resentful toward his flock because 
he feels he is unjustly treated in the matter of 
financial remuneration. I once knew a worthy 


young minister who persisted in driving his 


| Bie minister's most formidable antagon- 


car in the most untidy condition possible. The: 


padding of one of the front seats was pro- 
truding noticeably. “I’m going to leave it that 
way,” he explained petulantly, “until they all 
see it long enough to know I need a new Car 
and do something about it.” Obviously there 
was deep, smoldering resentment within him 
over what he felt was an injustice to him. 

The malicious aspect of such an emotional 
ne is that the spirit of resentment will color 
the entirety of his ministry. His sermons will 
ost inevitably become confessionals instead 
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of oracles. They will become confessionals of 
dislike and inner turmoil, instead of oracles 
of love and inner peace. His sermons will 
then become like one I once heard a promi- 
nent clergyman preach in an outstanding pul- 
pit, a pitiful whining of selfishness. The good 
man made the assertion to his intelligent and 
discenrning audience that he thought a church 
ought to. buy their minister a nice car, and 
give him the kind of home to which he was 
entitled. I fear he had become so concerned 
with himself and his resentments that he 
ceased to minister to members of his flock 
for their sake, but rather for his own sake. 
Resentment colors in negative hues the clergy- 
man’s pulpit and private ministry. It will 
invariably disclose the turmoil of his own 
heart instead of the serenity of the heart of 
God. Eventually he becomes a self-appointed 
martyr. 

Such an insinuating spirit will reveal itself 
further in the very way in which he adminis- 
ters the affairs of his church. Appointments 
will be made and plans carried out no longer 
on the basis of merit but on the basis of favor- 
itism. Church administration will now become 
a military strategy and descend to the depths 
of the marshalling of forces, rather than a 
constructive advance of Kingdom interests. 
The minister will refuse to see and use any 
good there may be in his fancied opponent. 
The result is loss, for the minister, for the 
unlucky opponent, and for the Cause of Christ. 
I have known of ministers who have stead- 
fastly refused to countenance the appointment 
or election of certain individuals to offices for 
which they were eminently qualified because 
of resentful feelings. 

Such a policy, if it may be called a policy, 
is as harmful as it is immature. Resentment 
sours the minister’s soul. He cannot preach as 
he should. He cannot pray as he should. He 
cannot help his people as he should. Resent- 
ment spreads like a cancer through his own 
soul and through the soul of his entire family. 
Sometimes, when the minister’s son’or daughter 
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grows up with an aversion to the church it is 
attributed to the supposed perfidy of some lay- 
man in the church, whereas it is more correctly 
attributable to the minister's own maladjust- 
ment. His insight and that of his family has 
become so warped that they no longer can see 
clearly. They have so rationalized their dis- 
like that they no longer see the real source 
of trouble, nor the necessary imperfection of 
the so-called offending party. They see rather 
only a diabolical perversion of the true Chris- 
tian way, a malicious person willfully render- 
ing imsincere every appearance of piety. 
an objective sense of values and to be- 
come thus incapable of evaluating a situation 
where dislike has become so volatile a factor. 
He cannot see his own culpability, which is 
his loss, and he transfers the responsibility for 
his failures upon the most convenient and 
desirable object. Thus he rationalizes away 
the errors unacceptable to his ego. This I 
believe to be the most insidious element of 
resentment. It blinds the one who needs most 
a spiritual insight; it blinds him to the real 
problem and its solution. It always points to 
the other instead of the self. 

To meet adequately such an impasse and to 
grapple intelligently with such a situation the 
man of God must “‘get next to himself.” It 
is not enough to pray piously for one’s sup- 
posed enemies, especially if they are eneinies 
of one’s own making. One must come to 
know himself; he must ruthlessly suspect him- 
self. Especially must he learn to suspect his 
tesentments or anything that comes as an 
injury to his pride. He must of all people 
know himself. He must learn in the crucible 
of personal experience that one of the major 
dynamics of human behaviour is the preserva- 
tion of the integrity of the ego. The most 
difficult words for man to say sincerely are, 
“I am wrong.” Too often the minister says 
this and thinks he believes it, whereas he does 
not believe it enough to apply it to his own 
inner life. These are difficult words because 
they reflect on the ego. They are the same 
as saying, “I have sinned.” The minister is 
too. often the man who is least inclined to 
acknowledge the fact of personal and specific 
sin. Such a confession reflects on the wisdom 
of the self. But if the minister is to be as 
honest with himself as he urges his parish- 
ioners to be honest with God, he must learn 
to analyze himself as ruthlessly as he analyzes 
his luckless parishioner. He must see in his 
resentment an admission of personal guilt and 
error. Resentment is often a psychological 
mechanism his mind employs to absolve the 
self from the respoasibility of guilt, 
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Not only must the minister be suspicious of 
his resentments, but he must also understand 
the nature of human nature, the imperfections 
of the people with whom he feels himself 
called of God to labor. They are not perfect, 
as he is not perfect. God has not made them 
perfect; He does not expect them to be per: 
fect; God expects perfection only of Himself. 
If the members of the flock were perfect they 
would not need to be in the church, and they 
would not require the care of a shepherd, 
which shepherd the minister is. However, the’ 
minister too often assumes the members of 
his flock should be perfect. He resents them: 
if they are not. Their Saturday night dere- 
lictions excite his anger, not his pity. Their 
Sabbath desecrations arouse within his breast: 
the desire to denounce. He expects, in short,| 
from his flock patterns of life he does not! 
follow himself. He wants them to be perfect, | 
whereas they never will be perfect because 
they cannot so be. Too often he fails to realize 
that he is endeavoring to minister to people 
who are often badly adjusted to life and 
deeply afflicted with feelings of fear, inferi- 
ority, frustration, and hatreds. Such a situa- 
tion becomes doubly futile when the minster | 
himself permits his maladjustments to stand 
in the way. It is confusion worse confounded 
when he projejcts them upon individuals in 
his flock. Many whom he is endeavoring ri 
serve are immature and must be understood 
as children who have not grown yet to the 
maturity of love as expressed by Paul in hie 
prose poem on Love. Many are seeking in 
the structure of the church a compensation 
for failures in secular life, and this too is 
legitimate, for the church stands on the busy | 
street corner to serve, not to be served. Many | 
of the flock are tormented by feelings of per- 
secution and failure, and react to the minister 
as they would and do to others in authority 
with whom they must associate and to whom 
they have had to capitulate. Some may transfer 
to the minister the resentment they feel toward 
the Supreme Being for supposed injustices in | 
life. Hence, the clergyman must see men as 
frail and incomplete human beings. His heart. 
must be a heart of compassion and insight. 
As he works with men he must deal with them 
sagaciously, patiently, understandingly, and 
lovingly. It is one thing to see through he 
vanities and foibles of one’s fellowman; it is 
another thing to cherish kindly feelings toward 
them in spite of it, but the man of God must. 
do it, if he is to save his own soul. To do this’ 
rather than to project one’s own neurosis into | 
the situation is his first great task. Before he 
faces his fellowman, he must face himself _ 
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‘nd his God. Let the minister first know 
iimself, that he may know others. 
Resentment implies psychological depend- 
pnce on his congregation, and the minister 
qust not be psychologically dependent upon 
iny person. To be so is to be immature. A 
congregation does not exist to support its 
minister, psychologically, morally or financi- 
Klly. This is an infantile attitude the minster 
must outgrow. It is the role of the pastor 
© support, not to be supported, just as it 
as the role of the Christ to serve, not to 
pe served. He is to bear the burdens of his 
dock, to share in their sorrows and their sins, 
and to stand on his own two feet. He must 
not anticipate perfection, but rather imperfec- 
tion; out of imperfection, growth; and to do 
60 patiently. His faith in God and his trust 
in human nature must not fail when he finds 
fit. 
Resentment may fasten itself upon one’s 
calling. As an ambitious, naive young man 
tthe embryo preacher sallies forth like a knight 
f old to do noble battle with the adversary, 
bbut he does so too often with a totally inade- 
equate outlook on life. He feels called of God, 
pnot only to be a preacher but to be a great 
ppreacher. His destiny is to address the multi- 
ttudes. The mistaken standards of the day are 
itesponsible for such a mistaken ministerial 
goal. In the minds of unthinking people a 
|great preacher is one who performs such a 
‘ministry. It is the psychology of our day, and 
ifor every day in history, I presume. It seems 
‘impossible for greatness to be equated with 
obscurity. This young man is going to occupy 
‘the great pulpits of the nation. Surely he will 
‘consent to serve the lesser pulpits but always 
with the mental reservation that they shall 
serve only as stepping-stones to greater glory. 
However, as the years roll by and the gray 
begins to sprinkle his hair, he awakes with a 
rude jolt to the fact that half his life is gone 
and his dream of prosperity and greatness has 
not yet come to realization. He looks about 
him and sees other brethren of the cloth 
occupying the lush pulpits and he secretly 
assures himself of his superiority. He takes 
stock of the situation and beholds other men 
of his age in other walks of life enjoying 
life in the favored suburbs, buying the higher 
riced cars, and sending their children to the 
choice schools. Then comes one of the crisis 
of his life. It is a crisis that requires his ut- 
ost in judgment. He begins to understand 
e may never occupy that renowned pulpit, 
or find available for himself and his family 


s a great crisis, for it can mark the begin- 
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- generous incomes that others receive. This: 


ning of disillusionment and resentment in his 


own soul. “It isn’t right,’ the disillusioned 
man tells himself, ‘that others should be 
favored and I should always be omitted when 
the prize positions are passed around. It isn’t 
right that my wife should not be able to live 
in a beautiful home and my children receive 
the benefits others receive.” 

With such feelings and emotions I am most 
familiar and sympathetic. It is never possible 
to divorce completely the element of personal 
welfare from human nature, and the minister 
still is and always will be a member of the 
human family. To become completely self- 
less, the minister would have to become com-. 
pletely dehumanized. We all must frankly 
face the fact of our human weakness and sel- 
fishness. That element enters all our motiva- 
tion. That fact should be faced frankly. Re- 
gardless of how altruistic an act may appear 
there is always an element of selfishness in it. 
However, that spirit can be disciplined and 
relegated to second place. It can and must be 
channelled into constructive avenues. It can- 
not be permitted to become the dominant 
voice in the minister’s motivation, if he is 
to be at peace with himself, or if he is to 
render proper service to his people. The min- 
istry is more exacting in this regard than any 
other walk in life, because a minister's useful- 
ness depends largely upon his motivation. He 
may fancy that he is being quite successful in 
disguising this personality culprit, but actu- 
ally we are far more transparent than we sup- 
pose ourselves to be. More than any other 
calling the ministry demands that a man be 
truly sincere and humble. No affectation will 
do. If he is not sincere and humble, and if 
he cannot so become, then he is in the wrong 
calling and ought to leave it. 

A man’s reasons for entering the ministry 


“must be valid. Sometimes a young man will 


believe himself called to the gospel ministry 
when his call is not a legitimate one. Without 


‘realizing the fact, he chooses the ministry 


because he feels that in it there is an oppor- 
tunity to become the center of attention and 
to wield ego-satisfying authority. As such it 
is only the refuge of a weakling. He thus 
sees in it an opportunity to exploit the self, and 
his real reason for entering the ministry, al- 
though he may not know it, is self-aggrandize- 
ment. Unwittingly, he may be seeking to com- 


‘pensate for earlier frustrations in self-real-- 


ization. 
A legitimate, valid call to the gospel min- 
istry is a call to serve one’s fellowman. with- 
out thought of return, that. is, so far as a 
(See page 486) 


Page 449. 


GOODNESS WITHOUT RELIGION 


G. ROY BRAGG 


HOSE of us who are associated with the 

Christian church and know how indis- 

pensible it really is for the salvation of 
man and the saving of society, cannot help 
being disturbed when we hear of good people 
who are not interested in religion. It is almost 
2000 years since Jesus inaugurated His pro- 
gram, and yet there are still many who, by 
birth and circumstance should know better, 
are willing to bask in the sunshine of a Chris- 
tian culture without contributing anything 
toward its continuance. They are good people 
who are not interested in the church. 

If you make inquiries with regard to such an 
attitude, you will get-smany and varied answers. 
One man stated that he was not associated with 
organized religion because he preferred to give 
his support to other institutions which did more 
good for the world. But when he was asked 
if he knew anything of the comparative services 
of the church and other institutions, he looked 
rather hurt and regarded the question as im- 
pertinent. He had not the foggiest notion of 
such a comparison and had not taken the 
trouble to find out before declaring his allegi- 
ance. Others have suggested that they do not 
belong to the church because they do not be- 
lieve in the things for which the church stands. 
But once again you could cause a great deal of 
embarrassment by the simple question ‘‘what 
are the things for which the church stands?” 
There is another interesting group which is 
very frank and proud of it. They will tell you, 
“No, I do not belong to the church, but I 
am just as good as some and better than 


others who do.” It is this apparently harm-— 
less attitude that we must be concerned about, ° 


for it is representative of a philosophy which 
can gnaw at the very basis of the best things 


of life and bring about a situation which even ~ 


the good people without religion would not 
want. 
II 


What shall we say about these churchless 
e who are just as good as some and 

ter than others who are associated with 
the church? First of all, I think we had better 
admit that they may be right. There are good 
moral people who are unfortunately not too 
interested in religion. Most of us know of 
such cases. Everyone, at some time or another, 
has met the business man who is honest and 
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fair in all his dealings. He is a man of integ- 
rity in a great many respects, but he does not 
belong to the church and seldom or never 
attends. Yet, as some of his customers testify, 
you would travel far to find a better man. 
Most of us have in our congregations the good 
lady who is always cataloguing the virtues of 
her husband, yet invariably ends on the apolo- 
getic note “I know he does not go to church, 
but I could not find a better husband.” Maybe 
that is the reason why she married him; she 
couldn’t find a better husband. But facetious- 
ness aside, the feeling that we can be good, 
morally without being religious, is all too prey- 
alent. Studdert Kennedy in the first World 
War was very conscious of this problem when 
he wrote his little book entitled “Why Are 
Not All the Best Fellows Christians.” In 
World War II the same problem was evident. 
An ex-top-sergeant often relates with glee 
the various ways whereby he “‘pulled his 
rank” to get a good congregation for his fav- 
orite chaplain. He even enjoyed announcing 
a “zero hour’ for then he was sure of a full 
house. But he always adds “those fellows 
were good soldiers and good men.” 

Git some we must make another ad- 
mission too; not only are there good moral 
people who do not belong to the church, but. 
there are some unprincipled who do—and are 
even regular in attendance. There is a story 
about Drummond who was chiding a group 
of students about their neglect of public wor- 
ship. At that very moment a well dressed 
gentleman passed by and one of the students 
referred to him. “Mr. Drummond, do you 
see that man across the street; he is the presi- 
dent of our infidel club.” ‘““You must be mis- 
taken,” said Drummond, ‘That man is a 
leader in my church.” “That is what I mean,” 
said the student. 

We must be sincere and face the facts. We 
Christians have not always been the people we 
should have been. Our prayer of confession 
is so significant and necessary. ‘We have 
erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost 
sheep . . . We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done; and we have 
done those things which we ought not to 
have done.” Yes, too often our witness has 
been a double one and the parts have been 
contradictory, = 

But having made such admissions, there is 
another and more positive side to the story. 
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To anyone who makes superficial comparisons 
wetween those who belong and those who do 
ot belong to the church, let it be said with 
emphasis that, we as Christians are not in the 
thurch because we are better than others out- 
ide, but we are there because we know that 
we are not as good as we ought to be and we 
ate anxious to be better. Furthermore, with 
all our imperfections, we believe we are much 
étter associated with the church than we other- 
wise would be. And that goes for the good 
business man and the good husband referred 
to previously. As good as they are, they could 
jimprove and would by an active association 
swith the program of Christ in the form of His 
echurch. I am not unaware of all the super- 
fficial criticism hurled at particular church mem- 
tbers. Old Mr. So and So is described in 
¢derogative terms and “he is a church mem- 
tber,” and Mrs. So and So has a poisonous 
{tongue “and she is a regular attendant.” Per- 
Ihaps so, but think of how much worse they 
‘could be and probably would be without the 
irestraining influence of their religious associa- 
itions. Furthermore, the suggestion of Edmund 
Burke with regard to a nation, should be 
remembered in connection with the evalua- 
tion of the church. He said “You cannot 
indict a whole nation because of the actions 
of one or a few of its citizens.. The same is 
true of the church. 


Ill 


But there is something more to be said 
about a morality that seems to exist apart from 
religion. Where did it come from and where 
did it get its sanctions? Unless we are totally 
depraved, we are not likely to do such a 
difficult thing as the cultivation of character 
without a mighty good reason. As Christian 
churchmen, the ultimate basis of our morality 
is our religion. The good life is achieved 
through response to God’s will. But what 
about good men who are not religious ?, Where 


do they get their code of honor, their noble _ 


‘character? The answer to that question 1s 
‘their goodness is inherited. Huxley, the phi- 
losopher, is described as a man of noble char- 
acter and yet an agnostic. His life does not 
seem to bear out our thesis very well until 
‘you discover that Huxley was the fortunate 
recipient of a rich religious heritage. George 
Eliot was not a church woman by any manner 
or means and yet her portrayal of great prin- 
ciples has seldom been equalled. The expla- 
nation is that George Eliot came from a o 
Christian home and was a born evange ical. 
On one occasion she referred to God, Immor- 
tality and Duty. God was unbelievable; Im- 
mortality impossible, but Duty was the great 
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human imperative. George Eliot was like a 
great many other people. She was trying to 
maintain the advantages of a Christian culture 
but at the same time, she was hacking away at 
the foundations which supported it. When 
you cut a rose from the bush, it still retains 
its fragrance. People who try to separate them- 
selves from their religious heritage invariably 
betray the source from whence they have 
come. 


IN. 


But building life and society on inherited 
religion is a pretty dangerous process. It is 
true that a rose separated from its root still 
retains its fragrance but not indefinitely, and 
unless someone is concerned about the mainte- 
nance of the root, there will soon be no roses. 
The same is true of morality and religion. 
Religion is the root out of which blooms mo- 
rality, or to change the figure, some people 
live on the interest of capital investment. If 
our capital is sufficient, we may draw on it 
in an emergency. But it cannot go on indefi- 
nitely. For every time we draw on our capital, 
we reduce our income and if we continue long 
enough, bankruptcy will be the result. The 
same is true in the realm of morals and fe- 
ligion. It is an easy matter to become spiritu- 
ally bankrupt, especially if .we insist upon 
building a good life or a good society without 
being religious. A glaring example of what 
can happen when some one insists upon this 
experiment on a national scale can be seen in 
the case of Hitler's Germany. An intelligent, 
industrious, refined, cultured and kindly people 
in one generation, minus the religious sanc- 
tion and standards of their forefathers, degen- 
erated into a state of barbarianism where un- 
thinkable atrocities were practiced on human 
beings with less consideration than Christian 
scientists have for guinea pigs. 

We must be on our guard against any phi- 
losophy which seeks to produce morality with- 
out religious and spiritual foundations. A 
Communism which pooh-poohs religion as a 
product of fear or a means of escape, and 
endeavours to build up standards and values 
merely out of human society and economic 
shiftings, is a sure and rapid transit in the 
direction of annihilation of the best things of 
life which even the communist would not 
want destroyed. The building of our own 
nation was no accident or a matter of iate, 


‘The United States of America has become what 


it is because founding it, cultivating it and 
leading it have always been men and women 
whose one sovereign and ultimate authority 
was Almighty God. If we ever switch from 

(See page 485) 
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A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE @ 


CHARLES BANNING 


T THE South Pole, Admiral Byrd tried 

an experiment in solitude. He lived for 

weeks alone in the darkness of an Ant- 
arctic winter. Exercise was a problem. He 
would take daily walks, guided by sticks to 
which he had attached a cord. Even on the 
darkest days by holding on to the line, he 
could walk with safety. On days that were 
clear, he would venture beyond the line, by 
taking a bundle of bamboo sticks which he 
would drive into the snow every thirty paces. 
One day in absent-mindedness, he went beyond 
the last stick and before he realized what had 
happened, he found himself out of sight of 
any familiar land-mark. “I was lost and sick 
“inside.” Selecting two stars to guide him, he 
sought the sticks which he had lost. He took 
100 paces in one direction, 130 paces in an- 
other direction and so he kept experimenting 
until he eventually found the last of the bam- 
boo sticks. “No ship-wrecked mariner sight- 
ing a distant sail could have been more over- 
joyed.” That is a picture of millions of 
people of this day. They have left the old 
land-marks, they are lost, and they are sick 
inside. Let us put down some stakes, let us 
establish some land-marks by which we can 
guide our foot steps which lie ahead. 


I 


It is impossible to answer life’s questions on 
any other basis than faith in a personal God 
who cares. I do not mean just a God. The 
measure of a man is his conception of God, 
and the measure of a religion is its interpre- 
tation of a Divine Being. 

I was raised in a small church where the 
God we believed in was a stern judge, a strict 
bookkeeper,—an uncompromising policeman 
Who kept close watch of every act. He was 
generous in His rewards to the righteous, He 
was terrible with sinners. I have changed. I 
have seen too many good people suffer. I 
have had some bitter experiences myself. I 
have suffered some punishment which I did 
not deserve. In the fact of experiences like 
that, one of two things happens: We lose our 
faith in God and become cynical or we get a 
larger conception of God. That is what hap- 
pened to Job. His comforters advised him 
to curse God and die, but Job answered: “J 
know that my redeemer liveth.” Today I 
have a faith in a God not so much interested 
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in what I do, as in what I am. He is not 
angry, but hurt when I do wrong, He is not 
indifferent to my needs. He cares. ) 

Richard Henry Harrison, the negro actor, 
who played the leading part in “Green Pas-] 
tures,’ died. One of our leading newspapers} 
carried this headine: “De Lawd Is Dead.” 
That headline was a correct report of what 
has happened in many lives. Bitter experience 
which might have been a means of growth) 
has caused many people to lose their faith in| 
God. So far as a present help, a power, a com- 
panion, or an answer to prayer, is concerned, 
“de Lawd is dead.” Our first land-mark, 
therefore, if we are going to have an adequate 
philosophy of life, must be a personal God 
who cares. Jesus called Him Father. 


II 

I believe in a dependable moral order in 
this universe. Some things are right, other 
things are wrong. They never vary. They 
are right and wrong, not because some Theo- 
logian or some church council has declared 
them so, but because the universe is made that 
way. Sugar is sweet, vinegar is sour and 
Wrong is wrong. God made them that way. 

Right and wrong are bigger than any 
preacher, any theologian, or any church. Things 
are wrong, not because it says so in the Bible. 
It says. so in the Bible because it has always 
been wrong. God made the universe that way. 
God put it in the Bible because He knew it was 
true and He wanted man to remember that 
truth never changes. Truth is not arbitrary 
or relative, it is absolute. Time does not make 
ancient good uncouth. 

At Princeton University there is a doorway 
with Socrates’ words on the door-post, “Know 
thyself.” A wise Sophomore took a piece of 
chalk, crossed out the word “know” and wrote 
“behave.”” The Sophomore was right. A happy, 
intergrated personality is not the result of. 
knowledge but obedience. There is not a man > 
in prison today, but knew better. His fault 
was his behavior. 

We have just passed through a generation 
which worshipped freedom. Skepticism was a_ 
virtue, and faith was a sign of credulity. It 
threw off all the old prohibitions and re- | 
straints. It marched past the last of its land- 
marks, and called that Freedom. “Express — 
yourself” was the motto. Comfort, convenience _ 
and happiness was it’s goal. Freud was its high © 
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tiest. Now we see that what we called lib- 
tty was license. Even though a hundred 
sychologists denied it, wrong is still wrong. 
Yhis is a moral universe. When God gave us 
ne Ten Commandments, He was not just 
aying, ‘This is the way I want it.” God said 
nat stealing, killing, adultery and lying were 
yrong because they hurt. Never any great 
progress can come out of a period when people 
valk out beyond their land-marks. They are 
pst and sick inside. Periods of progress are 
ways marked by belief in something and 
sehavior that is obedient to faith. Hospitals, 
anitariums, prisons and graveyards are full 
bf people who have done that which hurt 
themselves and others. Wrong is wrong. The 
universe is made that way because a good moral 
creator made it. The wise Sophomore was 
pne up on Socrates. It squares with the moral 
ofder. 
Ill 


There is a redemptive process at work in 
‘he universe. Cut your finger and immediately 
yature begins a healing process. Burn over a 
eld of grass and in a few days the ground is 
areen again. God has created a healing pro- 
sess in nature and in our bodies. He has also 
put a redeeming, healing process at work in 
our spirits. “On a hill outside a city wall” 
there stood a cross and that redeeming pro- 
cess came to it’s highest point which was the 
redeeming love of one atoning for the sins 
of others. “By His stripes, we are healed.” 

God saw that men were being hurt by sin. 
He could not be indifferent. God cared. 
That, I think, is one of the greatest facts in 
the universe. God cares. He cared so much 
that He sent His Son. Through the life, teach- 
ing, death, resurrection and abiding presence 
of His Son, He opened a way of redemption. 
Even though man has walked out beyond al! 
land-marks, there is a Saviour who wants to 
lead him back. Jesus said, “I am come that 
ye might have life and have it abundantly.” 

At times all of us have forsaken our land- 
marks. We have hurt ourselves and need heal- 
ing. Explain it as you will; rationalize it all 
you wish, there stands that man in the midst 
of a hostile crowd explaining “Whereas I was 

lind, now I see.” His name is Legion. In 

hrist we have found a redeeming power and 
countless millions of people since have claimed 
that same power through relationship with 
Christ. Paul, even though he could not explain 
the process, could say, “I know whom I have 
believed and He is able.” 


IV 


The way to self-fulfillment is the way to 
self-forgetfulness. Not pride but humility, 
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not revenge, but forgiveness, not boasting but 
meekness, not getting but giving, not being 
served but serving, not a crown but a cross. 
It was the Author of our salvation who set the 
land-marks for us to follow. He first blazed 
the trail and today six hundred million people 
are proud to be among His followers. Read 
His Sermon on the Mount, which is God’s pro- 
gram for the good life, and you will find 
Him saying, “he that saveth his life shall lose 
it.”” He said that those who would find the 
good life must deny and forget themselves. 
He said that those who did that were not 
fooling themselves, but were building their 
house on a rock and that those who were not, 
were not fooling anyone else, but were build- 
ing their houses on shifting sand. 

Some things are variables. Shadows across 
the lawn, ripples on the lake. Clouds across 
the horizon. These are variables. Then there 
are constants. The sun, the tide, life, death, 
truth,—these never change. These land-marks 
I have been pointing out are among the con- 
stants of life. They were true long before 
they were put into the Bible and they will be 
true eternally. 

I am not concerned with titles and names. 
If you are one of the sophisticated, well read, 
philosophically-minded individuals you will 
say that the writer is advocating, as his phi- 
losophy of life, a supreme being, a moral 
order, a redemptive process an a service motive. 
If you are inclined to be a little old-fashioned 
and prefer Biblical terms, you will say that 
he is declaring his faith in a personal, loving 
God, sin, atonement and the cross. Whichever 
terminology suits you best, I am pleading with 
you to build your house on that rock. Selfish 
people are like tethered animals grazing around 
the stake of self, always shortening their range 
by wrapping the tether repeatedly around them- 
selves. After a while there is nothing left 
but self. 

God, our Heavenly Father cares. This 
world is built on the principles of a moral 
order where wrong is wrong and the wages 
of sin is death. The situation is not hopeless. 
There is a Redeemer—a way out. There is a 
straight and narrow way for those who will 
forget themselves and follow it. There is a 
philosophy of life for our day. Accept it! 
Build your house on it! it may be later than 
you think. 


One should never be ashamed to own he has 
been in the wrong; it is but acknowledging that he 
is wiser today than yesterday.—Alexander Pope. 


That which is in the mind comes out 
through the mouth. 


Page 453 


The Editors Columns 
Uy 


The Presidential “Whereas” 


OW alien to the contemporary scene, is 
the picture of a United States President, 
seated before his desk, penning such 

words as, ‘Whereas, it is the duty of all na- 
tions to acknowledge the providence of Al- 
mighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for 
His benefits, and humbly to implore His protec- 
tion and favor; and 

“Whereas, both Houses of Congress have, 
by their joint committee, requested me to rec- 
ommend to the people of the United States a 
day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be 
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the many signal favors of Almighty God, 
especially by affording them an opportunity 
peaceably to establish a form of government 
for their safety and happiness; 

“Now, therefore, I do recommend and as- 
sign Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of Novem- 
ber next to be devoted by the people of these 
states to the glorious Being who is the benefi- 
cent author of all good that was, that is, or 
that may be;’’ etc. 

Since the days of Washington's first procla- 
mation, his successors to the presidential chair 
have voiced similar pronunciamentos, setting a 
precedent, and precedent, alone, has borne little 
spiritual fruit for individual or nation. If 
precedent have not honest conviction and belief 

- behind it, it is as barren as the fig tree. 

A nation is as a nation does. In how many 
presidential functionings of more recent years, 
have we heard any president, as a conviction 
backed up by action, attribute to God the bene- 
ficent authorship “of ALL good that was, that 
is, or that may be?” 

Because one sole and self-acknowledged in- 
fidel protests any such announcement in our 
schools, a high government tribunal makes 
such a statement illegal, regardless of the 
millions who believe it. 

When the National Red Cross Drive is 
opened in Washington, a tinselled galaxy of 
luminaries from Hollywood is importuned to 
add its blessing to the cated ga bat not the 
“author of all good.” 
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Theoretically, the U.N. seeks the good ‘“‘th 
may be’. But pray for it, even on a day set | 
precedent for thanksgiving and prayer? Neve 
It might cause non-believers to offend. TI 
believers don’t count. 

Washington would think, and many of 1 
do, that we have abandoned the God of h 
proclamation. Let us then, so long as we hol 
our silence, be not amazed should He abando 
uS. 

The yardstick of progress is not now, nc 
was it ever material advancement, but that c 
His eternal truth. It is not what we have ¢ 
may have, that makes or can make us a stron 
people. What we are means more than whz 
we have. If we have substituted material pre 
gress nationally for spiritual, let us not boas 
of it, for we grow strong only as we increas 
spiritually, in the riches of His Grace. 

In Mexico there is the City of Churche: 
one church having been erected for every da 
in the year, as a reminder of man’s daily obli 
gation to God. There is much to be said of th 
utter futility of such an idea, yet the countn 
whose first President appointed a day to b 
devoted to “the beneficent author of all {006 
that was, that is, or that may be”, might wel 
turn back to start anew where the Mexican 
who built the City of Churches left off, fo: 
even material reminders pointing heavenward 
could mean not less than the routine roclama: 
tion of a government, for a one day observe 
of a deity who many may feel has been 
“purged” quite out of government. 

Is it the “'stand-pat”’ politico friends of a 
president, who, alone, merit his accolade ? 


Building for Tomorrow 


T WAS another home which was being 
burned to the ground. Another family 
would be thrown into the midst of the 
housing shortage, and besides that, all their 
possessions were being consumed in the flames. 
Two fire companies were there with their ap- 
paratus. A dam was quickly built across a 
creek and some water was pumped, but it was 
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jpitiful amount with which to fight such a 
ce. Then it took a day and a half to clean the 
rtt from the pumper. 

_ Later the local fire chief got to thinking over 
ee situation while he was working at his sta- 
yon. Something ought to be done about it, but 
aere was no money available. He talked it 
wer with the men of the fire company. All 
could help for the common good with their 
pilities and talents. Then the support of the 
comen was enlisted; good cooks could make a 
bt of money with suppers, and they did. 

The people bought over an acre of land and 
ad some plans drawn for a 70,000 gallon 
eservoir. Water would be brought from a 
ring through a pipe-line fifty yards long. 
Fhe men did the work in their spare time. The 
seople in the area made their own protection. 

Here the neighborly spirit of helpfulness 
vas put to good use. The fire chief who was the 
suiding genius in this project summed it all up 
yy saying, “My idea is that I’m going to live 
ior tomorrow and not for today. No one knows 
vho will need that water next, but when they 
do it will be there.’—W’. R. Sregart. 


Be A Hobab 


W/ ine WAS HOBAB? Where did he 
live? What did he do? Not many 
can answer offhand, for Hobab dwells 
‘a an unfamiliar corner of the Bible, He 
was the brother-in-law of Moses. Moses you 
-emember married a Midianite woman when 
she was in exile in their country, but when 
he went into Egypt, as God commanded, he 
avent alone. : 

On his way to the promised land as the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Israelites, Moses 
returned to gather his family and possessions 
together. Before departing he urged his 
yrother-in-law, Hobab, to accompany them 
and to share with them the riches of the land 
which Jehovah had promised. 

~“Come with us,” said Moses, “and we will 
do you good.” It is a pleasant picture to 
Hobab and an alluring offer. The riches of 
Canaan compared with the hardship of the 
desert are an attractive temptation. Surely 
1e will accept, thinks Moses. But no. Hobab 
leclines. He loves the arid wastes, the cactus 
owth, the wind-swept ridges, Moses 1s 
sttled. He loves his brother-in-law. He had 
sally counted on him to act as the guide of 
ne expedition and to direct them through 
ie perilous country ahead where sand storms 
were frequent and wells were few and far 
between. Moses considers. He needs Hobab. 
But how to persuade him? He goes to him 


November 1949 | 


again, bringing a new offer. 

“Come with us and do us good,” is his 
proposition. “Be our eyes, our guide, our 
scout, our pathfinder, our inspiring compan- 
ion. We need you.’ Such diplomacy. And 
it achieves the desired result. 

Hobab, who refuses to go for his own sake 
or gain, goes with Moses as soon as he dis- 
covers that he can be of service to others. A 
right royal fellow is Hobab, We like to meet 
men like him. 

Ralph Conner has told us about Sandy who 
was inclined to drink. The minister had him 
on his mind and on his heart. All avenues of 
usual approach had failed. But the minister, 
like Moses, was a man of resources. Like 
Moses he was a diplomat. Races were about 
to be run. Attending them Sandy was in 
danger. The minister went to Sandy and said: 
“I greatly fear for Donald to-day. If he falls 
into the company of those wild fellows they 
will rob him of his money and think how 
that will affect his poor family. Could you 
not keep an eye on him to-day and keep him 
sober?” Sandy straightened up and felt several 
inches taller. The idea that he could be of 
some use and that he was responsible for 
somebody made him say: “I'll be doing my 
best, sir.” And do his best he did, for Donald 
came home sober that night. So did Sandy. 
It was a great victory. The minister was try- 
ing to help Sandy and succeeded by having 
Sandy help somebody else. The minister helped 
two. 

All this illustrates. how God means to help 
us. God does not comfort us so that we may 
be comfortable, but that we might be com- 
forters. He does not enrich us that we may 
be rich, but that we might enrich others. We 
are not to corner our blessings,—we are sup- 
posed to bless our corners. That little space 
which we occupy which can be made happier 
and brighter by virtue of our Christian think- 
ing and living. 

Life in its final summary is your — and 
my — opportunity to live this Hobabian way. 

—Richard Brounstein. 


Digests Everything — Sees Nothing 


Y. W.C. A. girls in Kansas City ‘were listening 
to a lecture by Dr. Burton Colfax of natural history 
fame; this bit of information brought response, 
“The male ostrich, if pursued, -buries his head in 
the sand of the desert. He thinks then, because 
HE SEES nothing, that he is invisible. His diges- 
tion is good, and he can digest everything—nails, 
stones, everything...” : vince 

“My goodness, doctor,” said a pretty girl, “di- 
gests everything and sees nothing! What an ideal 
husband an ostrich would make.” 
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Man’s Plight! God’s Delight! 


Today's burdens will last only through today. 
They may be removed before tomorrow; but 
if not, if they should be renewed tomorrow, 
strength to cope with them will also be 
renewed. 

Today is all that we need to think about 
during today, and one day is only 24 hours 
long, including the hours provided for rest. 
Here is a message of rare comfort that some 
one may have overlooked in dismay and con- 
fusion: 


“Any one can carry his burden, how- 
ever heavy, till nightfall. Any one can do 
his work, however hard, for one day. Any 
one can live sweetly, patiently, prayer- 
fully, till the sun goes down on one day. 
And that is all that living ever really 
means.” 


Let the believer in the Eternal Presence add 
one thing more, a vital thing, that even between 
now and nightfall we do not have to bear any 
burden, any-hurt, any joy, or any success— 
alone. He is always there to help, comfort, 
" encourage and advise those who are aware of 
Him. —Great Thoughts. 


My Faith Looks Up 


Worry, guilt, fear, failure, and other 
troubles which beset modern man, are dis- 
cussed from a positive angle by Russell L. 
Dicks in a small volume, entitled, “My Faith 
Looks Up,” designed to replace despair with 
HOPE. While every minister will find this 
book of great help in his pastoral work, jit 
will prove invaluable to any layman. It would 
be a priceless gift to any ‘person in need of a 
“sure foundation’’ upon which to build an 
abiding sense of security. 

The booklet of 96 pages, issued by West- 
minster Press, $1.50, has 6 chapters: Awe and 
Adoration, Faith and Forgiveness, Rest and 
Reassurance, Courage and Conference, Prayer 
and Praise. 
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Sixth Annual World-Wide Bible 
Reading Program 


Theme for this year, ‘The Book to Liv 
By,” the program will begin’. on Novembe 
24, and continue to Christmas Day, as spon: 


sored by the American Bible Society, 450 Park 
Ave., New York 22. ; 
The high point of the program is Universa 
Bible Sunday, December 11, and the brochure 
written by Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, pastor 
of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, N.Y .Ge 
for Universal Bible Sunday observance is avail- 
able to every pastor. 120,000 packets contain- 
ing the brochure, an attractive poster, and. 
other appropriate materials were mailed to min- 
isters early in the fall. 
The 32-day program, with a list of daily 
readings, is available in bookmark form; last 
year 12-million of the bookmarks were dis- 
tributed. Lists of daily Bible readings for the 
entire year are also available, and requests for 
these have increased by 25% each year since 
1946, according to Dr. James V. Claypool, in 
charge of Worldwide Bible reading. = 
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farvest Festival Service 

The American thanksgiving service of the 
iilgrim Fathers was the observance of a custom 
ong established among people of all lands 
nd all faiths, from earliest times. Benson N. 
wandis tells us the harvest was celebrated in 
primitive folk festivals, in the great Hebrew 
easts of Succoth and Pentecost, in the English 
!Harvest Home’, the German ‘Erntedank- 
est,’ the Scottish ‘Kirn,’ and the American 
“Thanksgiving.” In many churches Thanks- 
kiving has come to be a remembrance or cele- 
pration of national blessings. The tradition 
bf the “harvest’’ celebration might well be 
emphasized in all Thanksgiving Services, since 
he cycle of growth and fruition, with its evi- 
dences of mystery and providence, has a vital 
eaning for all mankind, whether city or 
rural dwellers. This is especially true at pres- 
ent, when millions of people throughout the 
orld are in need of food. 

The Harvest Festival, if observed apart from 
[Thanksgiving, is built around the “‘gift-bring- 
iing-privilege,’ with a special place provided 
tbefore the altar for the placing of gifts, which 
may consist of garden or field crops, canned 
litems, meats, clothing. Smaller gifts may well 
“be placed on a table, provided for the occa- 
ssion, lighted by tall candles. Teen-agers, 
‘dressed for the occasion, should be appointed 
Jas helpers to direct the gift-bringers when they 
‘enter the door, up the aisle, and received at 
‘the chancel. Costumes may well be of the 
fall-festival variety, so much loved by children. 
|If complete directions for the order of service 
are desired, copies of a leaflet, prepared by 
Rev. T. A. Rath, Frenchtown, N. J., director 
‘of town and country work of the Snyod of 
'N. J., Presbyterian Church, may be ordered 
at 5c a copy from the Home Missions Council, 
297 4th Ave., N. Y. 10, N. Y. 


Modern Child Denied Lessons of 
Duties, Thrift, and Family-Unit 
Responsibility 

A father writes that “‘one of the unfortunate 
things about living in N. Y. C. is that there 
is little for most children to do other than 
attend school specific hours (No home work), 
go to playgrounds, or play in the streets. Wide- 
awake boys don’t even have the chance to carty 
papers, as is the case in some cities where there 

home delivery service.” Hence the cty for 
more playgrounds. Children do not like to 
work around home, (wuless they. are taught), 
and yet that is the best kind of training for 
hem. Every child should be taught to do his 
yart, and take an interest in the home and its 
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maintenance. Work is like many other good 
habits; you have to cultivate it to understand 
the satisfactions and blessings it brings in its 
wake. The same is true of the habit of thrift. 

“Honest work never hurt any child, male or 
female. Encouragement toward work-habits is 
a good thing and we should not overlook its 
implications. Too much play can build a 
nation of ‘whistle-waiters,’ too ready to seek 
pay for partial responsibility, too anxious to 
seek relief, pensions, and other public aids 
toward socalled ‘security.’ There is security 
only in self-reliance, a sense of responsibility 
in the individual, and habits of thrift. No 
one gets anything for nothing; everything has 
its price. Relief, pensions, and socalled ‘se- 
curity,’ all have their price—the price is loss 
of individual freedom. GEL 

Would it not be well to review the lessons 
taught by our Pilgrim fathers, and the millions 
who have migrated to these shores, to seek 
individual Freedom?” 


Children’s Prayers 


Like all worthwhile things in life, the habit 
of prayer should. be instilled in the child at the 
very earliest age possible. Children pray nat- 
urally, if they are reared in the right atmos- 
phere. However, many parents themselves wete 
not blessed with this all-important privilege 
in early life. 

“Children’s Prayers’ by Jessie Eleanor 
Moore, a book of 64 pages, illustrated by 
Fdith May Cunnings, containing 46 prayers, 
will serve as a guide book to prayer in many 
instances. The prayers cover a wide range of 
topics and ages. 

The writer would urge parents to present 
this book, published by Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
$1.00, and available at all book stores, as a 
birthday gift to children. The price of the book 
is not much more than is spent for a birthday 
card by many parents; its value to the child 
will be lasting. Go to your local book store 
and look at it. Pastors will find it worthy 
of recommendation in Church bulletins, and 
as a gift booklet in the Sunday School. 


Quarrel Clinic 


Among important and trivial radio-news 
items on the morning of October 18, was the 
announcement of a “QUARREL-CLINIC” by 
the minister of a Christian Church, and the 
reporter included the comment that it was 
“obviously designed for married couples.” 

As one ponders the idea, one cannot help 
but admit that many seemingly dangerous inci- 
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dents under the heading of “Quarrels’’ could 
be resolved (analyzed) and healed without 
leaving scars, if there were a place within 
reach where the differences could be talked 
over, in confidence, The idea may well cover 
differences of opinion among members of 
the parish, as well as those of married couples. 

The encouraging aspect of such a “Clinic” 
within easy reach of the church membership 
is that of availability, since the sinister part 
of any and all misunderstandings and quarrels 
is that of doubling in seriousness with each 
passing hour; surface wounds heal and are for- 
gotten; scars rarely disappear, without surgery. 


Nylon Crepe Robes 


Announcement of the new nylon-crepe fabric 
available for Pulpit Robes 
was made by Collegiate 
Cap and Gown Company 
in the September issue, 
page 354. 

The accompanying illus- 
tration indicates the satis- 
factory draping qualities 


maty requisite in Pulpit 
Robes. i Z 
Inquiries will be 
promptly and cheerfully 
answered if addressed: to 
any one of the three ad- 
dresses given elsewhere in 
this issue. See index. 


Liquor Advertising 


The “Protest and Appeal to Life, Time, 
and Fortune and the Editor-in-Chief, Henry 
R. Luce, for their- liquor advertisements,” 
sponsored by the National Temperance and 
Prohibition Council, Dr. R. H. Martin, Room 
501, 209 Ninth Street, Pittsburgh 22, Penna., 
Chairman of the Council’s Committee Against 
Liquor Advertising, is issued in two-page 
mimeograph form, and may be ordered from 
Dr. Martin. Please send a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope with your. request. 

Dr. Martin asserts “that in 1948 these 
magazines contained 898 pages of liquor ads 
which brought them a revenue of approxi- 
mately $12,712,000; their combined circula- 
tion was 7,145,158. Life alone, with a cir- 
culation of 5,298,338 claimed an audience, or 
readership in 1947, of 26,000,000 in 
14,950,000 homes—36% of the homes of 
the nation,” 
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of the new fabric, a pri- 


Dr. Martin points out “that these ads are 
misleading and false in associating drinking 
only with that which is beautiful, dignified, 
uplifting and ennobling in life. No pictured) 
man or woman drinker is ever coarse, silly of) 
dishevelled. You see only poised, masterful] 
men; beautifully gowned, and well-behaved) 
women. The inference is liquor belongs only! 
in this kind of living; that it gives distinction, 
is quite essential in business and social life,| 
belongs in the home, and contributes to the 
joy and enrichment of life. All of which is 
contrary to fact.” 

Dr. Martin requests in his “protest’’ (which 
every thinking person should read and ponder, 
especially as it relates to the increase in the 
burden of crime) that individuals, churches, } 
temperance, educational, civic and other groups 
and organizations opposed to liquor adver- 
tising, flood the three publications, and its 
editor, with protests against the continuance 
of liquor advertising. These should be ad- 
dressed to—(and copies sent to Dr. Martin). 


Henry R.. Luce, Editor-in-Chief 
Life, Time and Fortune 

Time and Life Building 

9 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York 20, New York 


Scrap Books 


Loose-Leaf Scrap Books, in two sizes, with 
name on cover, are available through Burrelle’s 
Press Clipping Bureau, 165 Church Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. Write for prices of 
Scrap Books, sizes, refills, etc., to Burrelle’s 
at above address before sending order, giving 
page number of this issue of The Expositor 
for identification. 


Office Desks, Files 

Arm Chairs, Swivel Chairs, Sectional Book 
Cases, Desks of all descriptions; Costumers, 
Metal Files, Shelving, are offered by Crown 
Office Supply Company, 218 South Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago 4, Ill. 
catalog, giving name and page number of 


Write them for _ 


this publication in your inquiry. 


Christmas: A Three-Fold Purpose 


Worship, Giving, and Receiving! This is 
the three-fold purpose in the Christian’s ob-. 


| 


servance of the Christmas season. This three- 


fold purpose should be stressed in every 


Christmas service, especially a White Gifts. 


service. 
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Children should have a prominent part in 


such a service, beginning with the receiving Protestan tyes ae ee Sa 
of worshippers at the door, ushering, collect- Catholic nn eeeceeccesc eterno 27 
ing gifts, portraying Wise Men, etc. Children Reree Satta: ho near onn i 
should be encouraged to offer gifts of toys for SVT ne ie Cote ee 5 


the distribution to children of poorer, needy 
cor orphanage classification. 

This year some of the veterans might well 
be put on the “remembrance” list for gifts, 
aand more important, visiting, singing, regular 
Iletter-writing, and prayers. Prayers of thanks- 


It should be noted that people were not 
asked what church they belonged to, but only 
what was their religious background. ; 

Their answers to the question on which was 
taking the strongest stand for good and against 


ae 


important phases of this obligation is that we 
_keep the individual veteran in mind and heart, 


visit him, write him, pray for him, and 
show that you love him in realization of his 
gift to you. White Gifts to our veterans 
might well consist of letters to accompany 
our gifts, and keep it up through the year 
ahead of us. 


Public Confused About Churches’ 
Stand on Good and Evil 


“Protestants Less Certain Than Catholics,” 
reports Dr. Henry C. Link, “on the churches’ 
stand on the question of good and evil,” as 
reported by The Psychological Barometer, 
October 3, 1949. 

There are more than twice as many 
Protestants as there are Catholics in the United 
States. Yet, when asked which church was 
taking the strongest stand against evil almost 
as many people said the Catholic Church as 
said the Protestant Church. This was ascer- 
tained in a Psychological Barometer survey of 
5,000 adult men and women during August. 
Four hundred and thirty-four interviewers, 


under the direction of 94 psychologists asso- 


ciated with the Psychological Corporation, 
made these face-to-face interviews. All were 


made in the home, and in 127 cities and~ 


towns from coast to coast and from north to 
south. The questions asked were: 


“Would you mind telling me your religious 
background?” 

“Which do you think is taking the strongest 
stand for good and against evil in the world 
today: the Catholic Church, the Protestant 
Church, or the Jewish Church?” 


Urban dwellers in all walks of life and at 


all income levels were interviewed. According 
‘to their religious background, they divided as. 


follows: 
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giving should not be overlooked by individual ‘Yl! Fe: 
‘Christians, nor the group during worship ser- 34% were uncertain 
tvices. Remember, “where two or three are 26% said the Protestant Church 
j gathered together, there I am also.” cate said the Catholic “Church 

As a nation of citizens, we have a serious ee ne hale Ava abet : 
obligation to discharge, where the disabled 6% said all phates cain 
‘veterans are concerned, and one of the most Those of Catholic background were most 


certain that the Catholic Church was taking 
the strongest stand, the Protestants were much 
less certain, the Jews were least certain. 
Specifically : 


3075 145 
Protest- L352 342 No 
Answers ants Catholics Jewish Religion 
Jo J Jo % 
Were uncertain 38 ait 45 45 
Said the Protestant 
Church 40 if 3 7 
Said the Catholic 
Church 8 67 4 Gy) 
Said the Jewish 
Church 1 20 1 
Said none of the 
churches 7 5 14 34 
Said all churches 6 6 14 6 


Whereas 67 per cent of those with Catholic 
background named the Catholic Church as 
taking the strongest. stand, only 40 per cent 
of the Protestants named the Protestant 
Church. 

By far the most frequent reason given by 
those naming the Catholic Church was the 
strong stand taken against Communism, not 
only in the United States, but throughout the, 
world. Next frequent was the statement that 
the. Catholic schools gave children a better 
moral training—The Psychological Corpora- 
tion, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Ne 


Praise the Lord 


The Christian Herald toid readers of a 
beautiful custom among the herdsmen of the 
European Alps, who use a horn to call their 
herds, but at sundown use it for another pur- 
pose, both solemn and religious. 

As the last rays of the setting sun glimmer 
on the summits of the mountains, the herds- 
man who dwells farthest up the mountains 
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takes his horn and trumpets forth: “‘Praise 


God the Lord.’ 

Instantly all the herdsmen in the neighbor- 
hood take their horns and repeat the words, 
“Praise God the Lord.’ This continues for 
some minutes until all the herdsmen within 
hearing have sounded the call to worship, 
and all sides of the mountains echo the praises 
to God. A solemn silence follows, when every 
trumpeter kneels in prayer. 

By this time it is dark, and the herdsman 
on the loftiest height peals forth his own 
musical ‘'Good-night’’ and each in turn re- 
peats the refrain, until all the mountains echo 
the benediction. 

An enterprising young minister of western 
Pennsylvania made this custom a part of the 
Sunday Vesper Service and the Mid-week Ser- 
vice, by having the young people’s organiza- 
tion come in a body, dressed in flowing robes, 
and marching to the chancel, where each was 
provided with a card-board trumpet, and pro- 
ceeded to a pre-assigned station within the 
church—from the choir loft and various sta- 
tions in the auditorium to the robing room off 
the sanctuary—and after the organ prelude, 
lights dimmed, only candle lighting, the trum- 
pet in the choir loft called forth in mellow 
tones, “Praise God the Lord.” The call to 
prayer was repeated by each trumpeter in turn, 
the while the pastor knelt at the altar. When 
the final echo of “Praise God the Lord” had 
faded, the pastor offered a brief prayer, the 
lights were supplied for the regular service of 
meditation. At the close of the pastoral bene- 
diction, silent prayer, while the organ played 
softly, and the trumpeters (lights dimmed 
again, only candle lighting) peal forth a soft 
“Good Night” and continue to echo the good 
night benediction until the worshippers are on 
their way. 

Both “Praise God the Lord” and the “Good 
Night” should be rehearsed by pastor and 
young people before it is undertaken, as a part 
of the regular service; care must be exercised 
to keep the call to worship and the good night 
fa musical in tone, and reverently worship- 
ul, 


The Five-Year Program 


The world has heard of many plans in the 
last quarter century, everything from Five- 
Year Plans to “25-Year” programs, all de- 
signed to attain a goal of some kind, that will 
save the peoples of a nation from some dread 
calamity. 

The Bible offers a Five-Year Plan that will 
attain the only worthwhile goal to which man, 
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created in the likeness and image of God, can 
aspire. 


Faith Prayer : 
Intensity Religion 
Vision Obedience 
Evangelism Giving 

Relief 
Youth Advancement 
Education Missions 
Activity 
Righteousness —Barstow. 


Decision Week 


It is suggested by several thoughtful pastors, 
that Decision Week should be ushered in after 
a series of forums on the aims and obligations 
of church membership, to which all prospec- 
tive members are invited by the pastor; also, 
that the matter of stewardship, and tithing 


should be emphasized through open dis- 


cussion. Young people, especially, respond 
more readily when in a group of their own 
age, and if possible the discussion of steward- 


ship of time and money, and tithing, should 


be made a topic for one or more gatherings. 


Decisions for Christ are a natural outgrowth 
of understanding of the aim and purpose of — 
the Christian communion;. intelligent steward-_ 
ship is a necessary adjunct to wholehearted — 


allegiance to the Christian way of life. 


Topics used by the pastor of a Baptist 


Church in Maine, in group meetings in prep- 
aration for church membership, are— 


The Christian — Confused 
The Christian — Converted 
The Christian — Consecrated 


Sermons were preached during regular wor-_ 


ship services on the following topics— 
The Perseverance of God 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
Won By One 
The Disobeyed Vision 


The Other Wise Man 


Children of almost any 


any book dealer, publisher of Plays and Pag- 
eants, or your denominational publishing house. 
There may be need for simplifying difficult 


words, if young children are assigned to the — 


parts, but teen-agers can help with that. 
Slides for accompanying the reading of as- 
signed parts in the story may be secured from 
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age can present : 
Henry Van Dyke's beautiful story, ‘The Other’ 
Wise Man.” The story may be secured from 


f 


“w 

“ 
i 
i 
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arious companies who specialize in such 
aaterial. Readers may be in costume, whether 
jides are used to portray the story or not. 


fome Coming Service 


BORBEUID) nme LDA WAI ca eeteen Se Bees ofS ccbaes cnasenitesties Stults 
iyMN—‘“Come Thou Almighty King” 

tHE SERVICE, by the Pastor ss 

joL0—-"The Voice in the Wilderness’’__.............. Scott 
(HE EpistLE—I John 3:13-18. 

(HE GospEL—Luke 14: 16-24. 

¢RAYER—( Pastor, or visiting Pastor) 
LNNOUNCEMENTS 

DFFERING 

DFFERTORY— ‘The Lord Is My Light’’............ Parker 
ADDRESS—( Pastor or visiting Pastor) 

dyMN—“‘Oh Happy Day” 

hDDRESS—( Visiting Pastor or Church Officer) 

(iy MN—''Blest Be the Tie that Binds’ 

Perreripe- —-Postlude ini. Foca. een... Heyser 


—Rev. John L. Deaton, Christ Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


“Understandinge”—Cooperation 
Between Clergymen and Businessmen 


Ministers who desire to avail themselves of 
rnformation, discussions, and viewpoints on 
“The Public Pulse” as related to the workaday 
world in which the American people earn their 
jiving will wish to subscribe to ‘““Understand- 
png’, a publication devoted to cooperation be- 
tween clergymen and businessmen. It may be 
ordered from the following address: 

Understanding 
14 West 49th Street 
New York 20, New York 


[The Price to Freedom 


A 16 mm sound motion picture, requiring 
123 minutes, entitled, “The Price of Freedom”, 
is available to any American audience who 
‘wishes to order it from the Detroit Regional 
‘Office of the National Association of Manu- 
‘facturers, 943 National Bank Building, Detroit, 
' Michigan. : 

_ “The Price of Freedom’ was produced under 
\- guidance of the public relations department 
sof NAM “to awaken Americans to the dangers 
inherent in indifference toward civic duty and 
a lack of individual responsibility, both of 
which invite the totalitarian state in through 
he back door; to recreate the desire to pre- 
serve individual freedom, and revive ability to 
ecognize attempts to encroach upon that free- 
lom.”” 
| No one section of our citizenship can pre- 

srve our nation as we know it; it will be pre- 
rved only through the enthusiastic coopera- 
of all sections, classes, creeds. 
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America Has Work To Do at Home 


A news reporter writes, “Some months ago our 
radio was tuned to a certain quiz program. The 
M. C. offered a man in the balcony $5.00 for every 
word of Lincoln's Gettysburg address he could re- 
cite without making a mistake. He couldn't even 
start it! !!" As orators deliver those fitting words 
at the tomb of some American soldier on one of 
our National holidays, it may be well for all of us 
to know what he is saying, by having studied them. 
As individual citizens, we may not realize that this 
address is about us, personally, you and me. We 
are not spectators in this matter, we are the actors 
in the drama, and it would appear wise to learn 
the lines, before attempting to play the parts. Here 
are some lines from Lincoln’s address, which con- 
cern us all— 

“It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which they who fought 
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rathet 
for us to be here dedicated to the great task re- 
maining before us—that from these honored dead 
we take increased devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of devotion,—that 
we here highly resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain,—that this nation, under God, 
shall have a new birth of freedom,—and that gov- 
ernment of the people, by the people, and for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth.” 


Charter of Freedom For Working Man 


One of the valuable requirements of the Taft- 
Hartley law is that a union cannot fire a man who 
regularly pays his dues. The union leaders oppose 
this, for it handicaps them in punishing any mem- 
ber who is rash enough to dispute their control. 
The National Brotherhood of Operative Potters has 
suspended six of its members from holding office 
for 10 years. Their offense was distributing hand- 
bills opposing the re-election of James M. Duffy, 
who has been president of the union for 22 years. 
If they could have expelled them from the union, 
then these six men could not have obtained em- 
ployment in any union pottery in the U. S. and 
might have had to turn to some other occupation in 
which they were unskilled. Any man who opposed 
John L. Lewis, I have been told by a member of 
the UMW, was likely to be tossed out bodily and 
also beaten up. The Taft-Hartley law is in some 
regards a charter of freedom for union members.— 
The Covenanter Witness, July 13, 1949, Page 19. 


Blessed 


He prayed for strength that he might achieve; 

He was made weak that he might obey. 

He prayed for wealth that he might do greater 
things; 

He was given 
things. ; 

He prayed for riches that he might be happy; 

He was given poverty that he might be wise. — 

He prayed for power that he inight have the praise 
of men; 


infirmity that he might do better 


He was given infirmity that he might feel the need 


of God. ; ; , 
He prayed for all things that he might enjoy life; 
He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 
He had received nothing that he asked for—all that 
he hoped for; 
His prayer was answered—he was most blessed. 
—Unknown. 
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Text: Neh. 12:31. Then I brought up the 
princess of Judah upon the wall, and ap- 
pointed two great companies of them that 


gave thanks. 


IVE Nehemiah, the cupbearer of King 
Artaxerxes, credit for many things, but 
most of all credit him for giving due 

thanksgiving to God after he had accomplished 
the great task of rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem. It is often to our discredit that 
when we plead with God for divine aid we 
then seemingly forget that God was the source 
of our strength after the task was duly per- 
formed. Not so Nehemiah. Despite defiance, 
persecution and sabotage against him, the 
great walls about the city of Jerusalem were 
finally raised. In celebrating the event he 
gathered a great host of people to pay due 
respect to God, for without God’s help Nehe- 
miah would have considered the task impos- 
sible. 

“Count your blessings one by one’’ this 
Thanksgiving day, but do not forget to praise 
God for them. Such was the attitude of a grou 
of English pilgrims, setting sail from Holland 
for the New World in 1620. They sought 
religious freedom and fought for it through 
the difficulties of the first year on strange soil. 
In 1621 Governor Bradford declared a day of 
Thanksgiving to God for their blessings al- 
though they were fully conscious of hardships 
yet to come. To this day we commemorate the 
reverence of those faithful pilgrims. © 

But at least one man ordered a day of 
thanksgiving to God long before the time of 
the pilgrims. We find Nehemiah so doing; 
and for all things, ordering thanks to be given 


iGainesboro Methodist Church 
Gainesboro, Tennessee 
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THE PULPIT 
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THE THANKSGIVING 


NEHEMIAH 


FRANK R. SNAVELY 


for the erection of brick and mortar walls. Al 
the accouterments of worship were used i1 
this significant event. The people united it 
praise, prayer, and music before God. 

We are interested in the circumstances 0 
Nehemiah’s thanksgiving. The problem is t 
find out why Nehemiah constructed the walls 
and when the walls were finished, why di 
the people rejoice? Furthermore, can we finc 
a parallel to this ancient story for our life 
for which we should also be thankful ? 

With the completion of the temple in 51¢ 
B.C. it was expected that a new life woulc 
come into the Jewish religion. Such was no 
the case, however, and Jewish hope turned t 
disappointment. Disintegration in the religiou 
life of the community was sadly observed 
The cause of this moral laxness may hav 
been placed on the priests who conducted th 
temple worship in slovenly fashion, but evet 
the masses paid no attention to the observance 
of the Sabbath. Foreign influences were in 
vading both the religious and social life. Onl 
a few seem to be concerned about the prob 
lem of mixed marriages. Jerusalem itself hac 
all the appearances of a modern bombed-ou 
city. The walls and gates lay in ruins. The 
citizens weaved their way between the heap 
of rubbish where houses should have been. I 
is no wonder then that the Jews were fas 
losing prestige in the eyes of their foreign 
neighbors. An awful corruption had _ taker 
place in the spiritual, economic, social anc 
political life of the city. 

Finally a group of determined men calle 
on Nehemiah for help when he was in th 
position of cupbearer to King Artaxerxes o 
Persia. They related to him, ‘The remnan 
that are left of the captivity there in the prov 
ince are in great affliction and reproach: the 
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all of Jerusalem also is broken down, and 
e gates thereof are burned with fire.’ Nehe- 
iah was heartbroken at the news: ‘““When I 
ard these words I sat down and wept and 
ourned certain days; and I fasted and prayed 
fore the God of heaven.” 

Nehemiah entreated the Persian king to re- 
ase him from service that he might go to 
tusalem to repair the city walls. We cannot 
elp but admire the great enthusiasm with 
hich this man went at his task, for the walls 
ere completed in only fifty-two days. But 
t us not overlook the reason behind this 
construction. From the beginning the prob- 
m involved a badly needed spiritual renova- 
on among the people. Nehemiah did not 
spair the walls to prevent the city’s capture 
y invading armies. Instead the walls were 
rected to prevent moral contamination. Their 
ompletion would lend moral support to the 
eople; give them prestige among their ene- 
vies, and prevent the mixed marriages which 
sd to idolatrous religion. The building of the 
valls was expected to raise the spiritual temp- 
rature of God's people. 

How true to life this story is! When the 
valls of our spiritual life are down moral dis- 
ntegration seeps in; our spirits become con- 
aminated. Social authorities in the large cities 
ave learned the value of rehabilitating their 
lum areas. In their fight against juvenile de- 
inquency and crime they have learned that 
etter housing conditions and cleaner environ- 
nent are a definite weapon against these evils. 
30 it is with our spiritual life. When the aids 
0 the development and education of our 
pirits are exercised the spiritual walls are 
nade strong enough to combat malevolent 
influences. 

God has given us certain precise walls for 
he maintenance of our spiritual life. These are 
sulwarks against evil, which if kept built up 
will preserve us from character destroying con- 
amination. We can truthfully affirm that the 
adwelling spirit of Jesus Christ in men is 
such a wall. Jesus’ way is the path of righte- 
ousness. Hard though it may be at times, we 
must persevere in the faith of One who has 

id to us, “I am the way, the truth, and the 


life. 
_ The divine benevolence of God toward all 
men is a wall. All through the Bible we read 
messages which sustain our faith in a Father 
ho we know loves us. In times of sorrow and 
tress it is our constant privilege to seek 
comfort and strength in prayerful communica- 
on with God. The very fact that God takes 
e of us is a wall that shuts out moral dis- 


The Church is a wall. It is the only insti- 
tution today that demands perfection of men. 
The Church has fought in temperance drives 
to win men from the evils of drink. It has 
sent missionaries to foreign countries, preach- 
ing the gospel of salvation to the neglected 
people. In our time we have seen it defiantly 
stand against dictators who would deny men 
the right to worship God. 

Down through the ages men have sought 
“surcease from sorrow’ in these walls. We 
read of a palmist walking through the valley 
ot shadow of death but unafraid. We see Job 
withstanding all the human afflictions that 
could possibly happen to anyone, yet blessing 
the name of the Lord. We notice Paul under- 
going the torments of the persecuted across 
Asia and Europe, yet through it all crying, 
victoriously, ‘Thanks be to. God who giveth 
us the victory.” And then there is Nehemiah, 
who ordered the people to purify themselves 
and prepare for a day of thanksgiving to God, 
because the walls were finally completed. 

Today we may be thankful for many things. 
We may rejoice over our health, our pros- 
perity, our family happiness, or the beauty of 
the landscape seen in the changing colors of 
the season. However, be particularly thankful | 
to God for the walls which keep out contami- 
nation and make our spirits clean and pure. 
They result in a better world and a better life 
for all. 

Unashamed, we can thank God for our 
faith. This isn't the kind of thanksgiving 
that Jesus illustrated in the. story of a pious 
Pharisee who went up to the temple. Rather 
it is the way Paul had of thanking God for 
the faith of his people in Christ. Look through 
Paul’s letters and you will find that it is char- 
acteristic of him to say, “First, I thank my 
God through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the whole 
world,” or “Wherefore I also, after I heard, 
of your faith in the Lord Jesus, ... . Cease 
not to give thanks for you, making mention 
of you in my prayers.” Paul was proud of his 
religion but his was not the pride of piety. 

May we, too, learn to be thankful like Nehe- 
miah, for those walls which God has given us 
to keep our spirits strong. Yet we must 
remember that if the walls are down, spiritual 
disintegration and moral disruption will sweep 

in, and we will need the healing power of 
Christ much as Jerusalem needed Nehemiah. 


A worship service is more than a performance of 
the choir, ushers, and the pastor.- Worshippers in 
the pews are an integral part of the service. 


Page 463 


STANDING ON 


THE 


PROMISES 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


Text: James 4:8. “Draw nigh to God, and 
he will draw nigh to you.” 


ERHAPS the simplest way of introducing 

the theme of God’s promises is to tell 

the story of the Scots preacher, by the 
name of Struthers, who read one day that the 
Bible contained a certain number of promises. 
He was at once intrigued by the thought and 
determined to prove whether the statement 
was true or not. Although he exercised great 
influence across the British Isles, through his 
printed sermons, he was the pastor of a very 
small parish and his classes and congregations 
were exceedingly small. His preparatory class 
at that: time consisted of two boys and a girl, 
but small as it was he set before them the 
task of counting the promises in a single chap- 
ter of Scripture. After a careful reading and 
computation the class reported as follows: one 
-boy counted 36 promises, the second boy 27, 
and the girl 47. The pastor then instructed 
them to try again, reading the same chapter 
and making a fresh count. This time the first 
boy reported 67 promises, the second 74, and 
the girl 93. 

Immediately Pastor Struthers took up the 
search himself, realizing the vast range to the 
promises of God, promises of all sorts and 
conditions, promises rising on one another like 
successive peaks amidst a great range of moun- 
tains. He discerned that the divine promises 
were found both in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, from Genesis to Revelation, running 
through centuries of time. He discovered the 
infinite variety that obtained, both conditional 
and unconditional, promises to certain works 
and promises of an absolute order. Further, 
he saw that these promises pertained to all 
kinds of things—bodily and spiritual, per- 
sonal and general, eternal and temporal; and 
that they contained blessings to varied char- 
acters, such as: the penitent: “Let the wicked 
forsake his way, vy the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon;” or the 
believing: Paul’s word to the Philippian jailor 
—"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house;” or the serving: 
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“Honour the Lord with thy substance and with 
the first fruits of all thine increase: so shall 
thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine;” or the pray- 
ing: ‘The Lord is good unto them that wait 
for him, to the soul that seeketh him;’’ or the 
obeying: “Now therefore, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine;” or the 
suffering: “Blessed are they which are perse- 
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake.” 

Pastor Struthers went beyond this, for he 
determined that some of the greatest promises 
were those jam-packed into a single word. This 
is such a matter-of-fact occurrence that we lose 
sight of its significance. It is true of everyday 
life as much as of the Scriptures. For example, 
some time ago in the midst of an August heat 
wave we drove to the edge of Echo Lake, one 
of New Hampshire’s innumerable lakes and 
rushed in for a cooling swim. I am sure we 
should have been much more careful if there 
had not been the usual uplifted chair on the 
sandy beach with a placard reading, “Life- 
saver.’ That single word assured us that if 
we got in difficulty while swimming in the 
deep waters of the lake the life-saver was on 
hand to deliver us. . 

Or again, take the statement of a business 
man: “I count all checks as cash when I am 
making up my money and striking a balance.” 
And why not? Though a check is not legal 
tender it is one of the commonest forms of 
promises and is basic to all procedure in the 
business world today. I could go on mention- 
ing many word-promises so prevalent in every- 
day life, but I have demonstrated sufficiently 
what Pastor Struthers had in mind when he 
claimed that the Scriptures were likewise re- 
plete with promises jam-packed into single 
words, words like God, Creator, Father, Re- 
deemer, Refuge, Saviour, Companion, and 
Friend to mention only a few. But lest we get 
lost in the multiplicity of divine promises, let 
us turn now to this particular promise in the 
Epistle of the Apostle James: “Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you.” a 
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Wi Draw Nigh To God 


There is a twofold condition implied in 
tthis divine promise. The first phase of it is 
sset forth by recourse to the custom prevailing 
iin the cities of ancient Rome. In the streets of 
!Pompeii, now excavated and restored to view, 
tthere are visible usually, three stepping-stones, 
jplaced in such a manner as to avoid the cours- 
‘ing wheels of chariots and so as to provide 
imen the means of crossing the street when the 
water was high without getting wet. This 
| promise, like most promises, is similar to those 


:stepping-stones and implies that we must step 


forward if we would inherit the blessing. It 
affirms that most of what God would bestow 
on us it withheld because we are loathe to 
draw near over the stepping-stones, as it were, 
but that the moment we forget our pride or 
our timidity or our laziness and take even a 
few steps forward that moment heaven draws 
nigh to unload her rich bounties and blessings, 
so that there is not room enough to receive 
them. 

The second aspect of the conditions govern- 
ing this promise has to do with the manner in 
which we draw nigh. It is a well known fact 
of history that when General Robert E. Lee 
decided to surrender his forces to General 
U. S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, in 
April, 1865, he sent his aide to inquire as to 
the terms of surrender. He received in answer: 
“Full and unconditional surrender.” On re- 
ceiving this reply Lee said, “Then there is 
nothing left for me to do but to go and see 
General Grant, and I would rather die a thou- 
sand deaths.” Although we may often feel 
the same way about yielding full and uncon- 
ditional surrender to God, there is actually no 
other way left for us but this, if we would 
draw night to God. We must come before 
Him according to His terms, not according as 
it pleases us. If the Lord requires clean hands 
and a pure heart, a soul that has not lifted 
up itself unto vanity, if He demands meek- 
ness and Jowliness of heart, if He takes delight 
in obedience and a submissive spirit, then we 
shall need to draw nigh in full and hearty 
‘accord with all these requirements. To do 
‘otherwise is to make mockery of the divine 
blessing or to presume vainly that we can take 


_heaven by storm. 
_ Having said this, I must go on to say that 
‘whosoever will may draw nigh to God. There 


is no racial discrimination, no barrier raised 
on the basis of social rank or material wealth. 
All we need is humility and devoutness, faith 
and the practice of the presence of God. If 
we lack these simple possessions of the soul, 
though we take to ourselves all God’s prom- 
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ises, they will profit us nothing. ‘Promises are 
like the clothes we wear,” said a man in Eng- 
land: “if there is life in the body they warm 
us, but not otherwise. When there is living 
faith and devout praying the promise will 
afford warm comfort, but on a dead, unbe- 
lieving heart it lies cold and ineffectual.” 

What a marvelous opportunity awaits us if 
we will draw nigh to God, not counting the 
cost, laying aside every weight that so easily 
besets us, and moving forward into the Prom- 
ised Land! 


HI Then God Will Draw Nigh! 


Strangely enough, even before we know 
enough to draw nigh to God, He is and has 
been drawing nigh to us. The truth is that we 
should be unable to know God at all except 
for this fact, that He is seeking us out reveal- 
ing Himself to us in countless and matchless 
ways, and literally giving Himself up for the 
sake of our souls. But, and this is the tragedy 
of it—God can draw nigh to us and can 
reveal Himself to us only according to the con- 
ditions of the human situation. 

There is a proverb: ‘‘No one is so blind as 
he who will not see.” By the same token, no 
one is so ignorant of God and such a stranger 
to God's rich promises as he who will not 
draw nigh in order to receive of God’s fulness. 

If we are to see our generation in proper 
perspective, we need to see ourselves not as a 
generation suffering under the “opiate of re- 
ligion,’” but a generation suffering from the 
lack of true religion. One look across the 
horizons of our earth and we will see religion 
in full swing, but often it is false religion and 
distorted religion and bad religion. If, how- 
ever, men will yield themselves to the dic- 
tates of God who is holy, just, and good, and 
will draw nigh in humble dependence upon 
such a God, then true religion will abound, 
and the blessings of His promises will be 
spread abroad. 

Edwin Lewis in his book THE CREATOR 
AND THE ADVERSARY lays wholesome 
stress on the fact that God seeks worshipers 
who will worship, that is draw nigh, in spirit 
and in truth. For this is profoundly true, that 
when men worship rightly, life is enlarged, 
relationships are extended, experience reaches 
to ever farther horizons. ‘But,’ this is so, he 


claims, “only as the Beyond (God) is rightly 


understood, and only as the Within (Man) 
is rightly understood, and only as the relation 
between the two is rightly understood. To 
bring about this right understanding is the 
Creator’s purpose.” Ceaselessly, therefore, God 
is drawing nigh to us, if perchance He can 
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prevail epee us to choose life and not death, 
good and not evil, truth and and not false- 
hood. His effort to prevail is ceaseless, and in 
this is our surety of His promise. Whereas we 
grow weary, He never tires; whereas we falter, 
He persists faithful unto the end. 

One of the most poignant insights into 
God's unchanging and unwavering pursuit after 
our good comes to us through the story of the 
father seeking for his son captured as a lad 
by raiding Indians. When after a dozen years 
the white man had made peace with the Indians 
and the captive children were released, this man 
set out in what seemed a futile and endless 
quest for his lost boy. He went from one 
reservation to another and whenever the cap- 
tives were lined up he would pass down the 
line and whisper the name by which the lad 
many years’ before had been fondly called, 
“Sammy, my boy!” But each time he went 
down the line in one camp after another his 
whisper was met by cold and unresponsive 
silence. No youth answered, and no man knew 
where Sammy could have gone or what. had 
happened to him. Finally the father, weary but 
unflinching, came to the last reservation and to 
his last opportunity of finding his boy. He 
passed again before the unclaimed captive- 
péople, whispering as before the only name 
by which he hoped to recover his child, “Sam- 
my, my boy!’’ Near the end of the line, when 
hope seemed of no avail, suddenly there was a 
glimmer of recognition and a young man 
stepped forward with tearful release crying, 
Me! me!’’. 

I say God's quest for our welfare and -good, 
His searching out of our hearts is like that, 
only more so. He faints not, neither grows 
weary; He is not deterred by our repulses nor 
set aside by our vanity and pride. But relent- 
lessly and patiently, eagerly and lovingly He 
seeks to draw nigh to us, in order to bless us. 

How precious and how multiple are God’s 
promises to us! They are past finding out, and 
they are fraught with such cargoes of blessing 
and power! But rich and priceless as they are 
they are like a box of ointment: the fragrance 
does not fill the room until it is opened. We 
must act on this promise, to be specific, if we 
would know its meaning and profit by its 
strength. Therefore, “Draw nigh to God, and 
He will draw nigh to you.” And that’s a prom- 
ise we can rely on no matter what happens. 


The most beautiful sight from the pulpit to 
greet a minister is a whole family seated to- 
gether in a pew. The worship service in a 
Christian Church is not a convention to which 
a family merely sends’ a delegate—From 
“Christian Home.” 


Page 466 


BELIEVING 
IS SEEING 


ARTHUR R. BAER 


Text: “If you wouldst believe, thou shouldest 
see the Glory of God.’ John 11:40b. 


OU have often heard the expression, 

seeing is believing. Most of us have 

used such expressions as, “I’m from 
Missouri,” or, ‘You'll have to show me.” 
These and other inelegant yet forceful expres- 
sions are heard every day, and they hold a 
definite place in American life. They are all 
intended to warn others that we do not intend 
to be their dupes. Even though we do not use 
these or Shake expressions we nevertheless 
clearly indicate to others that we must be con- 
vinced., 

We would not have a very high regard for 
the business wisdom of one who accepted 
every rumor as fact and based his business ven- 
tures on whispered fables. It seems right, 


therefore, that we should test those who would | 


use either us or our money. This is our accus- 
tomed practice and we expect to find the same 
attitude in others. Such an attitude is the foun- 
dation of business faith and confidence. 

Even in the Bible we find evidence of the 
same.attitude. You well remember the story 
of Thomas and how he received the nickname, 
the Doubter. He merely displayed the most 
natural human tendency. To him, seeing was 
believing. “T’ll not believe until I can see the. 
nail prints in his hands and can thrust my 
finger in the wound in his side.” 

Examining whatever we accept and endorse 
is certainly a commendable trait; for by that 
trait we inspire confidence in ourselves and 
our judgments. To do other than that puts us 
down as persons of little discernment and easy- 
marks for any who might caré to use us. 

Yes, seeing is believing. Yet if you turn it 
around it is just as true. “Believing is Seeing.” 


Every invention of note is tangible proof that — 


believing is seeing. We have records of thou- 
sands of failures before the right formula was 
tried; or the right alloy, or the right distribu- 


tion of power, or whatever was needful to 


bring success. But the inventor believed in the 
possibility of success for his work, and be- 
lieving, he persevered and finally saw the frui- 


tion of his labors. There can be no worthwhile 


accomplishment, if 
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Worker does not believe in the possibility of 
is undertaking. 

Columbus made his eventful and dangerous 
surney across the unknown and _ seemingly 
mitless expanse of water; he risked the pos- 
tbility of mutiny, braved the superstitious be- 
eefs that were his heritage because he believed 
nat beyond the horizon, beyond the then ex- 
blored waters, lay a new trade route—a new 
and, perhaps. And believing, he saw. 
Believing is seeing, is an axiomatic statement 
bf things material. We must admit that be- 
def in the possibility lends vision to the task. 
tn fact, if we do not believe in the possibility 
bf success, there is little likelihood that we will 
attempted anything. 

This is not only true of material things; 
tt is much more an essential part of things 
ppiritual, We read (John 11:40) “Jesus saith 
to her, said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
ouldst believe, thou shouldest see the glory 
f God?” Faith is ever used in vision. And 
lieving actually means seeing, when Jesus 
touches our lives. We read in Matt. 9:28 
“And when Jesus came into the house, the 
blind men came unto him: and Jesus saith 
unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do 
tthis? They said unto him, Yea Lord. Then 
}he touched their eyes, saying, according to your 
\faith, be it unto you. And their eyes were 
‘opened and Jesus charged them, saying, See 
{that no man know it.” Yes, Believing means 
Seeing when Jesus touches our lives. 

That was an arresting statement to those 
-blind men, “According to your faith be it 
unto you.” I am compelled to wonder if a 
similar though silent rejoinder has not come 
to blast many of our hopes and petitions. 
Mark 11:22-24 says: “And Jesus answering 
said unto them, have faith in God. For verily 
I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto 
this mountain, Be ye removed, and cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things which he saith 
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he 
saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receieve them, and ye shall have them... .’ 
That is just a better way of saying, Believe 
you have them and you will see them. 

Of Abraham it is said, “Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and 
was glad...’ Now we know that Abraham 
lived many hundred years before the time of 
Christ, yet the record says, ““He saw that day. 
Which in my opinion can mean nothing less 
than, “Believing, He saw.” Faith which takes 
hold of God and takes him at his Word shall 
Sec. 
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The unsaved man wants to see before he has 
faith. He wants to feel all the thrill and joy 
before he has the faith which surely claims 
the promise which brings them. We forget that 
experience in Christ always follows faith in 
Christ; never the other way around. And 
faith in Christ always produces vision. ‘Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness and all these things shall be added unto 
you” is simply one way to apply that statement. 

In Malachi 3:10-12 we read, “Bring ye the 
whole tithe into the storehouse that there may 
be food in my house, and prove me herewith, 
saith Jehovah of Hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven and pour you out a bless- 
ing that there will not be room enough to 
receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes and he shall not destroy the fruits 
of your ground; neither shall the vine cast its 
fruit before the time in the field, saith Jehovah 
of Hosts. And all nations shall call you happy; 
for ye shall be a delightsome land, said 
Jehovah of Hosts.” What a _ remarkable 
promise! But do we believe that it is true? 
One reason there are not more tithers is that 
folks do not experience the blessing of tithing 
before they try it. It is just another case of 
“Believing is seeing.” Tithing requires faith. 
Faith sees. The Faith which takes hold of 
God shall see. 

Faith which Prays, shall see. Not spasmodic, 
doubtful prayers, but the faith that prays, and 
prays, and then prays. Faith that prays in this 
fashion will in truth be a Prayer of Faith. It 
may seem unnecessary to say that, but there are 
so many half-hearted prayers arising from peo- 
ple, who in their innermost being scarcely be- 
lieve that an answer is likely or even possible. 
Such folks somehow resemble Peter before 
pentecost, when he tried to walk on the water. 
We recall that so long as he kept his eyes fas- 
tened upon Jesus he was able to walk, but 
when he saw the wind he began to sink, Jesus 
said unto him, ‘‘Oh thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt?” 

At another time the disciples were perplexed 
and troubled because of their inability to cast 
out a demon from a father’s epileptic son; 
and they asked Jesus, Why? He pointedly 
says, “This kind cometh not out but by 
prayer.” ; 

Abraham prayed and he saw in the future, 
God’s people dwelling in the promised land. 
Faith prayed and saw. — 

Moses prayed and he saw his people de- 
livered. Jesus prayed and Lazarus came forth. 
Peter prayed and the prison doors were 
opened. . gig a 

We too can pray. The prayer that is in the 
will of God shall see the glory of God. If 
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only we unwaveringly believed this, what a 
change would take place in our lives and in 
the future of our individual churches. We 
would see many souls saved and every service 
would take on new evidence of inspiration. 
There would be family altars in every church 
home—that is IF we Believed this. Believing 
is seeing. 

The Faith that yields, sees. You do not see 
and I do not see how God can take our limited 
talents and limited knowledge and use them. 
Ore is black and rough and unsightly, but 
when melted and the dross removed it may 
be shaped into things of beauty, The rough 
stone can be carved into a beautiful image, but 
it holds little value until it is yielded into the 
hand of the sculptor. 

You say your life is common or even handi- 
capped. God says, Yield, and you shall see 
the glory of God revealed in you. No matter 
how small, useless, or even insignificant you 
feel your talents to be; God only requires that 
they be yielded unto Him. That which is 
yielded is used. 

Years ago a teacher had charge of a class 
of boys. There were no quarterlies and the 
teacher passed his Bible around the class for 
them to read the verses. In that class was one 
who fumbled at the pages and hesitated on the 
words. He had no training and seemingly no 
talent. Yet in later years he made this pledge: 
“I am going to see what God can do with a 
life that is wholly yielded unto him.’’ Moody 
became one of the world’s greatest evangelists. 
And to this day the world has not seen the 
full glory of Moody’s yielded talents. 

Mendelssohn once visited the cathedral at 
Fribourg, and having heard the great organ, 
went into the organ loft and asked to be al- 
lowed to play it. The organist, at first in 
jealousy, refused, then granted permission to 
the great German composer to play the organ. 
Then after standing by in ecstacy of delight a 
few moments, he suddenly laid his hand on 
the shoulder of the inspired musician and 
asked, ‘Who are you? What is your name?” 
“Mendelssohn”’ replied the player. The organist 
said, ‘‘Can it be that I so nearly refused to let 
Mendelssohn touch this organ!’ How little we 
realize what we do when we refuse to yield 
full possession of our lives to the Master. So 
we withhold ourselves from Him, and refuse 
Him permission to use us. When if we yielded, 
we would find ourselves sounding forth in full 
melody and harmony. . 

Yes, the Faith that yields itself to the Lord 
shall see the glory of the Lord in transforming 

" power. 

Faith that waits, shall See. This seems to be 

most difficult to believe. We are prone to think 
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that when we consider ourselves ready, ka 
Lord must also recognize that we are ready) 
But we are not always ready to be used when we 
think so. Nor is our time always the propejj 
time. The Psalmist says, “Wait on the Lord} 
be of good courage, and he will strengther| 
thine heart, wait I say on the Lord.” But w 
do not understand for what we are waitin 
and we become impatient and ofttimes discour- 
aged. In Acts 1:4, When Jesus was assembled) 
with His disciples, He commanded that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father. I doubt that they 
fully understood the purpose of His command, 
nor why they must needs wait. But they waited 
according to His instructions. 

You take a journey on a train. It is a long 
tiresome journey and you are anxious to reach 
your destination. But there are delays along the 
way and you become impatient. Every station 
stop seems unnecessarily long. Then just as 
you are about to reach your journey’s end the 
train pulls on a siding and you wait for a 
seemingly long time. You chafe under the 
delay. You would rush on. Then finally a fast’ 
passenger train passes on the main track and 
you see the danger you would have met if you 
had not waited. So it is with our lives. There 
is purpose in waiting. 

Paul says, (Rom. 8:25) “But if we hope 
for that we do not see, then we wait patiently 
for it.” That is just another way of saying, if 
we wait we shall see the will of the Lord. And 
remember the word is wait, not loaf. A be- 
lieving Christian will be an active Christian, 
and am active Christian will be a fruitful Chris- 
tian, and a fruitful Christian is one who will 
surely see the glory of God. 

Now are you ready to affirm with me that, 
“Believing is Seeing?’ That is, we believe 


. God’s promises and He will accept our prayers? 


Are you ready to believe that Faith is that 
certain knowledge which holds as truth all 
that God has revealed in His word ? 

Are we ready to accept as true that Faith 
which prays and waits and yields shall see? 

Jesus said, “If thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the Glory of God.’ 

The promise, I believe, was spoken, not 
alone to those mourning at the grave of Laz- 
arus, but to us today, A promise so infinite, 
that our little hearts cannot take it in, and in 
many ways seek to limit it. 

May the Lord forgive us for our unbelief, 


In answer to the question, “What is a prime 
minister ?”’ a pupil wrote: 
“A prime nainister is a preacher at his best.” 
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mental hospital 


CAN YOU STAND IT? 


WILLIAM H. COLE 


IText Phil, 4:4-8. 


F YOU were to ask a six-foot-two sales- 
man-friend of mine how things go with 
him, probably you will hear him roar: 
‘“Ah, it’s a har-rrr-d life!’ And it is. One truth 


/everyone comes to appreciate is this: every day 
‘will bring something to be endured. Every one 
‘you may meet will be bearing some burden. 


St. Paul speaks of being able “to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 
This good life of ours includes times when 
there is nothing more a man can do but to 
stand. 

Where the “breaking point” is in a man’s 
spirit no one can say precisely. The quality of 
patience and courage can not be tested and 
measured like steel. One person will go to 
pieces under some difficulty which seems to 
you nothing but a minor discomfort at most; 
another carries off burdens in his heart that 
seem to you dreadfully discouraging. Knowing 
what has befallen other people under strain, 
the question echoes inside ‘of you, continually 
more personal and more practical: “how can I 
stand it?” And you hope you will find the 
way, somehow, to go on. 

St. Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians. 
It is a demonstration of how he handled him- 
self, as well as sound advice for anyone who 
would like to follow his example in an evil 
day. 

He wrote: “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be 
known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Be care-full about nothing; but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God 
And the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” 

The words dance and sparkle, don’t they? 
You feel in them gaiety and grace, and the bal- 
ance of sanity. One famous counsellor at a 
told some of us, once, that 
the best advice we are 
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likely to find in all the literatures on mental 
health. 

Do you suppose these thoughts welled up out 
of a full heart at the end of a perfect day? Did 
they flow out of some mountain-top experi- 
ence? —Perhaps, out of some wholly satisfying 
comradeship ? 

The truth is, when he wrote these words, 
St. Paul was a prisoner in a strange city. He 
had been wearing out the days, month after 
month, waiting for his case to come up for 
trial in the imperial court of appeals. He did 
have his own hired house, it seems; for that, 
he had to stand the costs. All the while he 
was chained to a soldier as an insurance that 
he would be on hand to answer to the extrava- 
gant and unjust accusations which had been 
made against him. He was able to receive call- 
ers; but only a very few real friends were near. 
He named them over in letters he wrote like a 
man counting his treasures: Luke, .“‘the beloved 
physician;” John Mark, “profitable for the Gos- 
pel;” Timothy; and a few others. As the 
months grew to be years some had to leave on 
missionary errands or necessary business, At 
least one of the little group lost faith, and 
deserted the Apostle and the Christian cause. 
So they came and went. St. Paul stayed. He 
was chained. He had to stand it, or break. 

That is how it was when St. Paul wrote 
this most joyful and affectionate letter to his 
Philippians. When he said: “rejoice—be mod- 
erate_—don’t be anxious—the Lord is at hand,” 
his golden words have the black background of 
prison. The prayers which are to be mingled 
with thanksgivings—in the confidence that God 
will hear and grant them, of course—are the 
prayers a man says out of his distress. The 
peace he speaks of so bravely is the sure foun- 
dation of the soul which he himself has tested. 
The counsel to see all, but to let the mind 
dwell only on what is honest, and right, and 
lovely, is exactly the pattern he has chosen for 
his own inner life. 

That he could write so in such a situation 
attracts our attention. Clearly, St. Paul was 
able to stand it. When we examine what he 
wrote, here, a plan of action comes to light 
by which a person may keep his feet firm and 
his head up. There seem to be three main 
supports, dependent on one another like the 
legs of a tripod, which serve to keep him on 
his feet: first, a friendly interest in others’ 
welfare; secondly, a tight rein on his owf inner 
life; and through it all a firm hold on God. 
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It is important to notice how he reaches out 
of his prison to help others. We are tempted 
to make our troubles serve as excuses for 
growing more self-centered. If we follow St. 
Paul’s example and advice we will be the more 
deliberate about being friendly as troubles beset 
us more heavily. When Epiphras feels he must 
return home, St. Paul did not complain about 
the loss of his friend’s help, but seized on the 
opportunity to send a cheerful, heartening let- 
ter to his friends in Philippi. And in the 
letter he called Epiphras “true yokefellow”’ 
and instructs him to help “those women which 
labored with me in the Gospel.” 

Such unselfishness will be hard to imitate. 
If you have had the habit of building your life 
on selfishness for a foundation, you won't be 
able to stand as St. Paul did unless you reach 
out to help others, as he did. 

The habit of self-centeredness is like trying 
to stand on a pedestal, ali alone. It’s all right, 
up there in solitary dignity, until the day 
of the storm or the earthquake! Trouble strikes, 
the footing on a pedestal is all too cramped; 
and the higher up you have set yourself—the 
more arrogantly you look down on the ordinary 
fellows struggling with their hardships — the 
worse will be your falling. If you are asking, 
“how can I stand it?” I tell you, you can’t 
stand it on your own private pedestal. If you 
insist on trying it, there will be a day when 
some poor over-worked comrade will have to 
help you back on your feet. To stand, you 
need to lock arms, and brace your feet with 
your brothers. And of course to have friends 
beside you, you must be a friend. That’s the 
elementary rule and the ‘only rule that will 
work. 

So there’s that main support: out of your 
trouble to stretch a friendly hand to help a 
brother. 

The second of the main supports to notice 
here is St. Paul’s deliberate habit of controlling 
his own mind. When you look on any scene 
you see lights and shadows; not lights alone, 
nor shadows alone. A Christian is to practice 
seeing the whole truth, everywhere. But when 
you lie in the dark at night and memory 
recalls what you have seen, you may choose 
what you like for prolonged contemplation. 

St. Paul was not blind to injustice. Certain 
pagan officials had kept him waiting so long 

fore letting him make his defence in court! 
But he also saw the justice of certain other 
pagans. We happen to know by his use of a 
certain Gentile expression in this very passage 
that he knew and respected what was good 
in Gentile ideals. That word is that translated 
“virtue” here; “if there be any virtue, if there 
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be anything worthy of praise, think on these 
things.” 

He has the blessed habit of looking facts 
squarely in the face. He is not trying to bend 
all the world around his own prejudices, as do 
some of us. He is not determined to wring the 
juice of bitterness out of every filthy wrong he 
sees around him. Rather,—because he has long 
practiced the habit, no doubt—he turns like a 
sunflower in the sun to notice every instance 
of what is true and lovely and right. He is 
big enough to grant that he is not the only 
man alive able to do rightly. His self-confi- 
dence does no depend on proving every race 
but his own to be fools and rotters. Gentile 
“virtue” is not exactly according to the tradi- 
tion he learned in the synagogue; true enough. 
But he admired it, as you might admire an 
Oriental rug which you could never produce 
out of your own Western sense of design. 

If you want to know how you can stand it, 
take St. Paul’s advice: cultivate the habit of 
recognizing facts everywhere, rejoicing in what 
is sane and wholesome and gracious. Take care- 
ful note of all that comes before your atten- 
tion, but let your eye pass on to rest on the 
good you find. Any trustworthy physician 
takes care to notice signs of illness or injury 
but he does not lose sight of health, nor let 
himself grow confused about his preference 
for healthiness. That’s an important support: 
the habit of letting your mind come to rest on 
what is true, what is just, pure, lovely, and 
of good report. 

Then, through it all, and in everything, 
rejoice in the Lord. That is the third of the 
three supports essential to endurance. 

You can’t stand on your own. You can’t 
because you were.never intended to be inde- 
pendent. Only God is self-sustaining; and you 
are not God. You are His creature; formed 
by His hand to be dependent and needy. 

It takes quite a bit of living before a man 
is willing to admit he is not, after all, standing 
in majesty in heaven—like God—but a crea- 
ture-being, living among others in just the same 
creaturely state down here in the world, look- 
ing up at heaven above. Until we grow up we 
are afraid to admit to ourselves that we are 
not quite competent all by ourselves. Until we 
gtow up spiritually we are anxious lest we 
come to some situation where we will prove 
too weak to stand. 

St. Paul said: “Be careful’’—that is, be filled 
with cares and worries—‘‘about nothing. The 
Lord is at hand.” St. Paul knew. As he 
thought of the gift the Philippians had sent, 
and his deep gratitude for it, he composed his 
gracious thanks and went on: “Not that I 


complain of want; for I have learned in what- — 
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¢every generation. 
:23rd Psalm knew the lesson thoroughly. “Yea, 
\though I walk through the valley of the 


sever state I am, to be content. I know how 
to be penniless, and I know how to be 
wealthy; in any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 


aabundance and want. I can do all thing in Him 
ywho strengthens me.” . 


That is an old wisdom, newly discovered in 
The man who wrote the 


shadow of death, thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me.” 

That is the third of the supports by means of 
which a person can manage to endure what- 
ever burden life may bring. Using them, you 
will find this one fits with the other two. To 
and from each run many braces and _ stays 
which bind them into one indestructible foun- 
dation on which any man may take his stand 
with gaity and assurance. Using them, you 
will not be able to be self-important. But what 
satisfaction is there in being a “‘stuffed shirt?” 
Using them you will be able to stand in an 
evil day, and having done all a man can, still 
to stand like a hero. And that’s what you want, 
is it not? 


— Ae 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Being a Witness 

The man driving the car must have been 
mad. Although there were many cars on the 
road, he drove past me so fast it made me feel 
like my car was moving backwards. His car 
swung over the double safety line down the 
middle of the road and then careened back. He 
passed the car ahead of me and it was only a 
miracle that saved him from crashing into the 
car coming from the opposite direction. I held 
my breath, but he missed it by the fraction of 
an inch. He was not so fortunate the next time 
for as he swung out to pass the second car he 
side-swiped a big trailer-truck, tore a front tire 
off his car, and finally zig-zagged to a stop. 
Fortunately no one was hurt, but that wasn’t 
his fault. It just happened that way, in spite 
of him. 

Of course the driver of the truck, who was 


not to blame, stopped and got out. He spoke 


_ putes, so I hesitated to answer. 


to several drivers ahead of me, then he came to 
me and asked if I saw the accident. When I 
told him I saw it all, he wanted to know if I 
would be a witness for him. I wasn’t sure I 
did want to be a witness for I don’t like to get 


involved in courts, and trials, and legal dis- 
He noticed I 


q November 1949 


hesitated, and then he said, ‘‘All you'll have to 
do is to tell just exactly what you saw.” 

So I gave him my name and said, “Yes, I'll 
be a witness for you and tell what I saw and 
know.” 

All of us have to be witnesses sooner of 
later, We have to tell what we have seen and 
know. We have to be faithful and true wit- 
nesses. We must tell others what we know 
about Jesus, too. You possibly remember the 
blind man’s testimony. Jesus had just restored 
his sight and the witness of the blind man 
was, “Whereas I was blind, now I see.” He 
said he could not argue he could only tell them 
what he knew to be true. And St. John wrote, 
“That: which we have seen and heard, declare 
we unto thee.” 

What the church and the world needs most 
of all today is more honest and faithful wit- 
nesses. It needs your help. It needs people 
like you who will have the courage to speak 
up and tell the truth about what they have seen 
and know for themselves. You do not all have 
to be preachers when you grow up, but you are ~ 
expected to be good witnesses and tell others 
of what you know of Jesus and His love.— 


Adapted. 


Putting Up Your Tent 


The last day of fishing had come around, 
before the season closed. We wanted just one 
more try, in the hope of catching a nice big 
muskalonge. So we went away back in the wil- 
derness country to a river that lay buried deep 
in a golden and green and yellow, colored 
forest. 

We were to spend the night there, so we 
took along a little tent to sleep in, and after 
fishing all day without getting the hoped for 
prize, we turned our canoe back, when the sun 
began to sink down behind the brightly colored. 
trees, for we wanted to build a fire and make 
our supper and get our-tent set up before it got 
too dark to see. 

We had made our camp on the site of an 
old sawmill. Nothing was left of the mill for 
it had been many years since it was operating. 
But where it had stood was a prettey open spot, 
pretty well covered with grass, so it made an 
ideal spot for a camp. igs 

While the others in the party were making 
the evening meal ovet an open fire, I started 
to set up the tent, but every place that was 
level and would have made a good place for it, 
while it looked perfect, turned out to be no 
good at all, for pegs driven into the ground, 
around which tent ropes are fastened, are the 
only things that hold a tent up and when I 
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started to drive the pegs into the ground, I 
found that under, the thin layer of soil in which 
the grass grew, there was sawdust from the old 
mill, and while I could drive the stakes in 
easily, the sawdust was so soft and loose that 
the stakes pulled right out and wouldn't hold 
the tent up. 

So, one can’t always tell, just by looking at 
the surface of the ground, whether it is solid 
enough to be dependable, or not. Nor can you 
tell, just by looking at a person whether he is 
solid and dependable either. Whether it is a 
place to put up your tent, or a person to asso- 
ciate with, which looks attractive, you will 
often find the most inviting have no solid 
depth of character. They are unreliable. You 
can’t tie to them safely. If you do you will find 
sooner or later that in times of storm and 
strife, just when you need them most, both will 
fail you and let you down. Neither are solid 
enough or strong enough to hold to securely. 

So, whether you are looking for a site where 
you can put up your tent, or for companionship 
along life’s way, just remember that unless you 
have solid ground into which to drive your 
stakes, you have no sure anchorage, for it is 
still true, as Matthew wrote, it is the foolish 
man who built his house upon the sand. 


The Bell That Was Out of Tune 


Were you ever out in the country on a Sun- 
day morning when you could hear the church 
bells ringing, off in the distance? It is a lovely 
sound, those bells calling the people to come to 
God’s house to worship. There should be a lot 
more church bells ringing out that sweet mes- 
sage every Sunday, for even the sound of the 
bells gives one a warm, happy feeling of se- 
curity and peace, a feeling that after all, all’s 
right with the world so long as the church bells 
sing of man’s faith in God. 

But, like most everything else, we are likely 
to take church bells as 4 matter of course. We 
neither think of the work that was needed to 
make them and raise them into the bell tower, 
or the fine tuning that is necessary to make 
them ring true, and often we don’t even think 
of the message they bring thesentire country- 
side. They are just church bells. That is about 
all it means to most people. 

But did you know that the bells have to be 
tuned just like any other kind of a musical 
instrument? They do. I once heard of a set of 
bells that were put into a big church tower. For 
a while they were all perfect in tone. Then, 
for some reason, one of the bells began to ring 
with an odd off-tune sound that was displeasing 
to the ear of all who heard it. When the men 
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in the church were unable to find out what 
made the change in its tone, they called the 
company which had made the bells and installed 
them. They sent out one of their representa- 


tives to see if he could find out what was | 


wrong. 


He climbed up into the belfry and very | 


shortly came down to say he had found the 
trouble. The last time the janitor had gone up 
to grease the bells so they would swing freely 
in the bearings in which they turned, he had 
dropped a little bit of grease, and it had landed 
on and stuck to the lower rim of the great bell. 

That was all he found. But that was enough. 
Just a little smear of grease on the edge of the 
bell, and yet that was just enough to change the 
tone and the whole character of sound in that 
bell. 

Of course he wiped the grease off and 
cleaned the spot thoroughly with gasoline so 
that no grease at all remained. Then he rang 
the bell and it rang with its true tone and 
beauty, just as it had always done before. 

How much that is like the result of a little 
smear, even a tiny little smear, on our lives. 
Just one wrong deed can throw our lives out 
of tune. Often we excuse ourselves for doing 
what we know we shouldn't do. We think it is 
a small thing that just can’t make any differ- 
ence. But it does make a difference, just like 
the little smear of grease made a difference. 

So, if your life doesn’t seem to be ringing 
true, look for the dirt in it. Wash it all off 
clean and then see for yourself how much dif- 
ference it makes in the music of your life. 


=r 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


The Holy Spirit 


John 14:15-19. “TI will pray the Father, and 
He shall give you another Comforter...” 


“The Spirit of God divides the light from 
the darkness, and calls the light Righteousness; 
and the darkness He calls Sin. But is this 
all? Is He content with merely dividing them, 
with merely giving them names, and leaving 
them to stand arrayed over against each other? 
Is He so weak, that He can do no more than 
this? Or so indifferent that He will do no 
more? Is the light content with dividing 
itself from darkness? Does it allow the dark- 
ness to lift up its head against it? Does it 


ee ee Se SS eS ae 


not utterly. scatter the darkness, and drive it~ 


away before its face? They who are hidden 
from the light by the thick impermeable mass 
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of the earth, will still be in darkness; but 
whithersoever the light comes, thence the dark- 
ness flies. And must it not be so likewise, 
when the Son of God sends His Spirit from 
heaven, to show forth the light of His right- 
eousness, and to convince the world of the 
darkness of its sin? Assuredly it must. The 
manifestation of Christ's righteousness is not 
merely in order to reveal the sin of the world, 
but in order to scatter and confound it and 
drive it away. When He came forth from the 
bosom of the Father, to war against Sin, He 
did not come to the end that the victory should 
be doubtful.: He did not come to share the 
empire of the world with Satan. He came to 
overthrow Satan; yea, and He did overthrow 
him. He came to cast out sin; yea, and He 
did cast it out. From His own humanity He 
cast it out, and waved His sword of light be- 
fore it whenever it dared approach Him. 

“And hereby He gave a pledge that it shall 
be cast out from the souls of all His saints, 
of all who shall become partakers of His 
blessed and glorious redemption. 

“This is the great truth of which the Com- 
forter came to convince the world.” —(From 
"The Mission of the Comforter,’ by Julius 
Hare, in The Epiphany Call, Milwaukee.) 


The Home 


Acts 2:44. “And all that believed were to- 
gether, and had all things in common.” 

A London magazine sent out 1,000 inquiries 
on the question: ‘What is a home?” Out 
of 800 replies received, seven gems were se- 
lected as follows: 

HOME—A world of strife shut out, a world 
of love shut in. 

HOME—A place where the small are great 
and the great are small. 

HOME—The father’s kingdom, the mother’s 
world and the child’s paradise. 

HOME—The place where we grumble the 
most and are trusted the best. 

HOME—The center of our affections round 
which our heart's best wishes twine. 

HOME—The place where our stomachs get 
three square meals daily and our hearts 1,000. 

HOME—The only place on earth where 
the faults and failures of humanity are hidden 
under the sweet mantle of charity. 

—The Covenanter Witness, 


Whither America? 


Judges 13:8-15. “Teach us what we shall 
do unto the child that shall be born.” 

Prov, 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
should PO cam ; 
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Daniel 12:1-13. “My Lord, what shall be th 
end. of these things?” 


John A. Lyons, the State Correction Com 
missioner, Albany, New York, reported Fri 
day night, October 7, 1949, (Associated Press) 
that 26.6% of the 2,256 persons charged with 
major crimes in the state of New York during 
September, 1949, were under 21 years of age: 
that 2,256 arrests marked an 8.6% increase 
over the average of 2,077 arrests per month 
for the first eight months of 1949. The total, 
however, was 5.8% below the 2,394 arrests 
reported in August, 1949. 

A total of 599 of those arrested in Septem- 
ber were under 21 years old. 

eek ee 

Can we measure the cost to the state— 

1. The crimes themselves 
The police service 
The court and legal service 
Maintaining the criminals after sentence 
Loss in service of 600 potential citizens, 
each endowed with some special gift or 
talent. 

While the staggering cost to the state (citi- 
zen taxpayers) is the least important, it is the 
one phase of the present-day trend that can be 
computed and understood by every thinking 
citizen who must work a specific number of 
days each month to foot the bill for crime. 
The greatest loss is a spiritual deficit—dis- 
grace; suffering of parents and other members 
of a family involved; wasted effort in homes, 
schools, community; loss of potential achieve- 
ments of the 600 immature citizens in fields 
where their normal talents could have found 
expression, and more disheartening than all 
these is the prospect of the days ahead for the 
individual criminal. 

Let us remember the above figures are for 1 
month, 30 days and in one state only; suppose 
we multiply them by 12, and we have a sum 
running into the thousands. If the trend is 
not checked, will there be enough citizens, 
aware of the standards of honesty, integrity, 
and responsibility followed by our Pilgrim 
Fathers to support such a load, economically ?. 
Dare we think of such a day from the mental, 
physical, and spiritual angle, without crying to- 
God for help and wisdom in our search for a 
better way? . 
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The Father’s Love 


Phil. 2:5-6. “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.’ 


Houses and a school house were erected by 
a Colorado mining company, to care for the 
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needs of the miners and their children, miners 
employed by the company. A nearby rancher, 
learning of the school, went to the mining 
company to seek permission to send his five 
children to the school, so they might have the 
advantage he could not supply in any other 
way. 

The school was erected for the children of 
mining personnel, and the rules could not be 
changed, as there would be no limit to the 
number requesting permission to attend the 
school, provided by the mining company. 

The rancher, realizing that the only way he 
could give his children the advantage of the 
nearby school, offered himself as a miner. 
While the rancher, working in the mines, 
probably found his work tedious and uncon- 
genial when compared with his normal work 
out in the open, yet he had the satisfaction of 
knowing that he, through his willingness to 
make the change from ranching to mining, was 
building a foundation for useful living for his 
children. Greater love hath no man. 


Witnessing For Jesus 


Psa. 107:2. “Let the redeemed of the Lord 
Say $0.” 


A little girl said to her mother, “Mamma, 
do you love Jesus?” “Yes, my child; why do 
you ask?” 


“You tell of Bobby, of papa, of Aunt Nell, 
of me, and of the baby, but I never hear you 
tell anything of Jesus. I thought you tell of 
those you love, and sometimes you would talk 
of Jesus. Our teacher said His birthday is 
coming.” 

Today’s children might well ask if the com- 
munity and its grownup citizens know whose 
birthday we celebrate on December 25th, be- 
cause there is so little evidence of the real 
meaning of the Babe of Bethlehem, whose 
coming changed the course of human history. 


The Spirit of Good-Will 


John 4:20. “And ye say, that in Jerusalem is 
Serle Places rie” 


The engineer does not look into the boiler 
to know whether there is water in the boiler; 
the modern householder does not look into the 
furnace to learn if there is water to the safety 
level. Both look at a small gauge on the 
outside of the equipment, which indicates what 
the safety level is, and how nearly the water 
level approaches it.. What is on the inside 
of the boiler is reflected in the gauge outside. 
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opened officially the following Monday. 


| 

| 

People do not need to ask a church-goer if | 
he believes in God, as he professes to do; they | 
look at the things he does, and says, in his 
dealings with his family, his customers, clients, 
neighbors, his employees, his fellow workers. | 
His behavior is the gauge which tells the story. | 
is 

No Room Left 
Luke 2:7. “There was no room for them in | 
the Inn.” 
Our lives are filled with things; our Christ- | 
mas season is jammed to a nauseating degree 
; 

| 


with what many of us feel are “‘necessary’’ in- 
terests. There is no more room, no more 
energy, no more time; the best we can do — 
under the circumstances is to exercise our | 
proverbial kind-heartedness, and allow him a 
place in the stable manger. Somehow, we 
feel that our modern ‘‘manger”’ is superior to — 
the one portrayed in Luke. Instead of straw, 
we have varnished tables and benches, up- — 
holstered pieces; instead of a rude shed, we 
have a place better than the Inn we read of in 
Luke’s Gospel. Many good church people 
even celebrate the coming of Christmas (the 
Christ-child) by having a cocktail party! Oh, 
yes, there is a beautifully designed crib-scene, 
with miniature replicas of the personnel and 
props we read of in Luke’s Gospel, to remind 
the incoming guests of the occasion being cele- 
brated. 

What does this mean? Like the once beau- 
tiful lawn, now grown over with wire-grass, 
bunch-grass, dandelion, plantain, and other en- 
croaching weeds, so our lives still exhibit the 
outward form of a former virile faith in that 
we indicate Christmas as a day to be observed 
in every home in the land, but what of the 
actual “inside” story? How many of us dare 
face the truth?—Robert Graham. 


Quick Decisions 


John 3:1-7. “Except a man be born 
again...” 


Author Elliot Paul suddenly decided some — 
years ago, as told by E. E. Edger in Famous - 
Fables, that he needed more privacy for his 
work. Being a man of quick decisions, he ~ 
rented an office on a quiet mid-town side street 
and paid six months rent in advance. He 
also engaged a secretary and gave her a 
month’s salary in advance. ; 

Having completed these arrangements, — 
Author Paul took the week-end off. The 
office, he instructed the secretary, would be — 
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When Monday morning came, however, the 
author failed to put in an appearance, Nor 
did he show up the next day, or any day 
thereafter. For the life of. him, Paul could 
not recall the street address of his new office, 
nor could he remember his secretary's name. 

Quick decisions to join the church are often 
made in like manner, and the experience of 
many pastors who receive such well-meaning 
people into the church is that many cannot 
even recall the location of the church, let 
alone the day of the week on which they have 
pledged to worship the Lord and support His 
cause. 


Self-expression is the rage of modern life; it is 
not modern, it is as ancient as the tempter who mis- 
led Eve. 
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Mid-Week Suggestions 


I. Living Now 


Organ: “Prelude in F Major” —Groton. 

Call to Worship: “Lord, who shall abide 
in Thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in Thy 
holy hill? He that walketh uprightly and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart.’ Psa. 15. 

Hymn: “O For a Faith That Will Not 
Shrink.” 

Psalm: 12 and 19, responsively. 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own.” 

Scripture: Job 26:2-14; Acts 2:1-32. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 


Meditation: “He stretches out the North over 
empty space, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.” 
Job 26. 

A layman, Jack Graham, remarked to his pastor, 
“I wonder how long I am going to live?” “That 
isn’t important,” replied the pastor, “the important 
question is, ‘Are you really living now?’ If you have 
a choice, it’s better and more satisfying to know one 
moment of real life and be called to another life, 
than to have an eternity of negative or vegetative 
existence.” 

The quickness with which men always respond to 
every call for heroism shows how universal that 
feeling is, “better to live beyond ourselves one great 
hour than to plod along, 
and sleeping.”” Every human spirit looks forward to 
the hour of real living, knowing always that there 
is a great life in a coming day, when we may know 
life in its fullness. The tragic thing is that the many, 
—the multitude of men and women—lack the vision 
to avail themselves of the great hour for Real Living! 
There is always a great hour within the gtasp of 
every spirit—the hour when one may renounce the 
comforts of every day living, the filled dinner-pail, 
the car in every garage—and spend oneself on bring- 
ing into being that which God has on His program 
for mankind—God the creator, God the Saviour, God 
the Comforter; “He who hangeth the earth upon 
nothing’’ places within the &tasp of every living man 
or woman the great hour, when all is forgotten by the 
Will of Him who “maketh the stars to shine in the 
heavens.” 

“Are WE really living NOW?” Are we doing 
what we can to feed the hungry? to clothe the naked ? 
to heal the sick? to make the cold war into a 
heart-warming peace? to make the atom a boon to 
living men, women and children, instead of one of 
contemplated destruction? Are WE really living 
NOW? when we sit calmly, allowing mankind to be 
sucked into a vortex of calculated misunderstanding 
in preparation for wholesale destruction, the while 
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wwe earn a comfortable living until the day of reckon- 
mung arrives? : 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of 
tthe earth? Whereupon are the foundations thereof 
ftastened ? Who laid the corner stone thereof: when 
tthe morning Stars sang together, and all the sons of 
(God shouted for Joy?” —(W’m. Biederwolf) 

Hymn: ‘Father, All Glorious...” 
Regder: “Give Me a Moment of Rebirth” 
—Margaret Sangster. 


Oh, God, in times of sudden dark 
This is my one desire— 

To light the candle of my faith 
At your unfailing fire! 


Oh, God, in times of want and dread, 
When trouble has beset me, 
Let me remember that one Friend 
Will never quite forget me. 
Oh, God, when I have lost the way, 
When I, alas, am straying, 
Give me a moment of rebirth— 
Lend me the strength for praying! 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 
Prayer: (Especially for rebirth in spirit to meet 
the challenge God has placed before His children at 
this hour; for courage and understanding that will 
permit us to evaluate the happenings of the hour; for 
grace to forget our routine needs in the greater plans 
which God is unfolding before the world of men.) 


Hymn: “Holy Ghost, With Light Divine.” 

Benediction: “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and communion of 
the Holy Ghost be with you all.” 

Organ: ‘‘Festivo’—Boslet. 


II. Stumbling Blocks Along 
Life’s Pathway 


Organ: ‘Nocturne’ —Stoughton. 

Call to Worship: “TY will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills...’ Psa. 121. 

Hymn: “Father, Whate’er of Earthly Bliss.” 

Psalm: 122 and 126, responsively. 

Hymn: O Master, Let Me Walk With 
Thee.” 

Scripture: Neh. 13:7-12; Romans 8:1-16. 

Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King...” 

Meditation: “The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are children of 
God.”’ 


Above all else, Jesus Christ brings us the offer of 
life, wonderful, divine life, life that satisfies the 
craving of the human soul; He offers to perform a 
veritable miracle in the life of everyone, to change 
and recreate him “who is born again of the spirit” 
so that all things are new to him. The recreated 
being approaches life from a new and vital point of 
view. The pitfalls, formerly the constant stumbling 
blocks to our advance toward a satisfying life, are 


~ now removed, because our interests are focused on 


things formerly not known. To the reborn spirit, 


selfishness, dishonesty, obscenity, cruelty, prejudice, 
intemperance, are no longer stumbling blocks because 
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he no longer finds them a temptation; they no longer 
exist, because the change of spirit has transformed 
him into a being who seeks to do good unto others; 
hence the stumbling blocks of former days become 
stepping stones to a stronger and more joyful service. 

Fulton Ousler, author of “The Greatest Story Ever 
Told,” tells the story of Sadhu Sundar Singh, Chris- 
tian Missionary in far Eastern India, climbing a 
mountain road in Tibet. His companion traveller was 
a Buddhist monk. The two wayfarers tried to reach 


a certain monastery before dark, in order to escape | 


death in the piercing mountain cold. As they braced 


' 


into the icy gale, they rounded a precipice from | 


which came the groans of an unfortunate traveller, 
who had fallen into the chasm, badly injured. 

“The work of Fate, the effect of a cause,’ said the 
monk. ‘Here we see Karma; this man’s doom is to 
die here, while I must press on upon my own 
errand.’ “In my belief, I must go to my brother’s 
aid,” said Sadhu Singh, and clambered down the 
steep slope, packed the injured man on his back and 
struggled upward again to the darkening road. The 
while, the other hurried on his way to the shelter of 
the monastery. When, much later, Sadhu Singh came 
within sight of the lights of the monastery, dripping 
with perspiration from the struggle, he stumbled over 
an object on the ground; he stood, overwhelmed with 
pity and amazement, when he found at his feet the 
Tibetan monk, frozen to death. Sadhu Singh lived 
through the icy storm and cold, because his effort in 
carrying the injured man on his back had kept his 
body warm. 

This miracle has been accomplished again and 
again through the centuries, from Peter, James, John, 
Saul of Tarsus, Francis of Assisi, Augustine, Brother 
Lawrence, Luther, Wesley, Grenfell. We know of 
such miracles in our own communities, our own 
families, if we have eyes to see, and the will to 
believe. To those who would have life, abundantly, 
the answer is to put aside the usual stumbling blocks 
of this restless, prosperous, unsatisfied age; and look 
about for the real goals of life, as Jesus Christ pre- 
sented them. “Except ye be born again, ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom.” In our language, except we 
learn to discern the Will of God for His children, 
and do that, we shall continue to walk ‘with the 
unlit lamp and the ungirt loin” of which Browning 
tells us in “The Statue and the Bust,” and fritter 
away our precious hours getting ready to live without 
once plunging deep into life. Could this be the 
answer to the common fear of death? that we realize 


we have great things to accomplish, yet never quite’ 


get under way, before the day is done. 

Through the grace of the Holy Spirit, each one of 
us can learn to walk with a lighted lamp on the way 
of life, for we have THIS HOUR. Will we achieve 
a new life, while there is yet day ?—G.R.P. 


Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.”’ 


Prayer: (Especially for grace to accept in reality 


the faith we profess, and do the will of God-in our ~ 


everyday lives; for realization that the faith and cour- 


age of one believer, determined to walk according to _ 


the will of God, could change the course of the 
history of coming generations. ) 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty...” 
- Benediction. 


Organ: “Jubilant’’—Solly. 


The. discipline of the Christian unto the teachings | 


of Jesus is his guarantee to victory. 
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-ALKS TO YOUTH. Edited by Gordon C. Speer. 
ibingdon-Cokesbury. 127 pp. $1.50. 

This little book of eighteen terse messages, by as 
many American ministers and youth leaders, offers stim- 
uating fare not only for the age level for which it has 
sbviously been prepared, but to ministers as well, 

Authors participating in the series found in the book 
nelude Father Flanagan, of famed “Boystown”, Ralph 
sockman of radio repute, Daniel A. Poling, former head 
bf the Christian Endeavor movement, and Joseph Fort 
\Newton, rector of the Church of St. Luke and the 
S{piphany, Philadelphia. 

Short, “punchy”? messages that drive right to the heart 
of a single fact, none of the talks being long, and 
several being short, the book is primarily destined for 
youth leaders. The various “talks” range all the way 
from Edgar DeWitt Jones’ “Thank God for America,” a 
call to renewed appreciation for all that is good and 
poure in American life, to “Youth Has More Than It 
!Yhinks,”* a challenge by Harold Leonard Bowman, to 

det Christ take over one’s life for the building of a 
(Christian society. 

For either the Sunday School teacher of young 
eople, the director of a Sunday evening youth group, 
wr for preachers in general, who would appreciate sug- 
erestions on how to get across to youth their message, 
this little book will be of much help.—W m. Folprecht. 


HOW TO INCREASE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AND 
sATTENDANCE. Weldon Crossland. 
sAbingdon-Cokebury, 160 pp. $1.75. 

| Here is an interesting plan of evangelism by the suc- 
ecessful minister of Asbury-First Methodist Church, 
}Rochester, New York, which should work for any 
«conscientious pastor. 

Four areas are considered in the book, as far as 
eevangelism is concerned: pulpit, visitation, education 

(through the Sunday School), and the reawakening of 
ithe inactive and indifferent members of the church. 

The reading of the book will tend to stimulate any 
i preacher's planned efforts toward enlarging the borders 
‘of the kingdom of God. Among the plans the author 
-suggests for the entire year’s overall evangelistic 
emphasis are: creation of a committee on membership 
and evangelism, community survey, a week's “preaching 
mission” of special services, a year-round fellowship of 
evangelism, such as a ‘Fisherman's Club,” training of 
laymen and women for home visitation, Decision Day 
services, a membership class for new members to retain 
their loyalty, holding of a church loyalty crusade to 
enrich the church’s program and develop increased 
attendance. _ 

As its author suggests in his foreword, this volume 
does not seek to be different or novel in its contents or 
treatment, but is a “gathering up of the best in evan- 
gelistic planning and experience of many communions 
in America.” The accumulation of successful evangel- 
jstic plans in this book make it a worthy addition to 


the library of the preacher who is seeking to ‘Win - 


Friends and Influence People for Jesus Christ.”— 
William Folprecht. 


BEST SERMONS, 1949-1950 EDITION. 

Edited by G. Paul Butler, 325 pages, including 22 pages 
of classification, foreword, acknowledgment, etc., in 
“front, 52 sermons, and 7 pages of index, published by 
‘Harper Bros., $3.00. F 
® Dr: Butler tells us that the 52 sermons included in the 
-yolume were chosen from 6,585 submitted for considera- 
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GEORGIA HARKNESS 


Forceful, challenging, con- 
structive in its insight and 
analysis, this is a_ state- 
ment of the Church's fail- 
ure to link Christianity 
to the needs of the 
common man. 


Here is a close examination of the present 
state of our churches; a discussion of their 
need to link evangelism with theology; a 
clear, comprehensive picture of the average 
layman and the world he lives in. A sober- 
ing yet stimulating book for every minister 
and layman. $1.50 


PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 
By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 


A practical, concrete guide in local church 
administration and organization — prepared 
with clear insight, understanding, and from 
long experience in dealing with pastoral 
problems. Covering subjects of vital concern 
to every minister, Dr. Blackwood offers 
specific suggestions and down-to-earth counsel 
that lead to more efficient church manage- 
ment and leadership. $3 


THE FIELD OF HONOR 


And 99 Other Stories for Boys 
By ARCHER WALLACE 


Brief, vivid, combining wise counsel with 
dramatic narrative, these 100 stories will 
appeal to boys of all ages. Based on incidents 
in the lives of outstanding men, they offer 
an abundance of fresh, pointed illustrations 
for youth leaders, counselors, and pastors. 


$1.75 
THE MINISTRY 
Edited by J. RICHARD SPANN 


A symposium of practical ideas, this is the 
minister’s own book—seventeen helpful, pen- 
etrating chapters on his preparation, personal 
life, and work — written by prominent 
preachers and teachers of preachers. A 
unique contribution ‘toward an_ effective 
ministry — discussing some vital problems 
with keen insight, sound judgment, and 
mature counsel. The writers include Henry 
Sloane Coffin, Joseph R. Sizoo, Ralph W. 
Sockman, Steward Hiltner, e¢ al. $2 
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ation, and that a “sincere attempt was made to choose 
the sermons that represent the best sermonic efforts of 
the great preachers of our day; to discover and recog- 
nize unusual excellence in sermons submitted by 
younger men who may develop into the great preachers 


of tomorrow; that the selection of a sermon by the 


editor does not mean that the author of that sermon 
approves or agrees with the contents of the other 
sermons, or with any sermons in the volume; each 
preacher presented his views in accordance with the 
faith of his own church or denomination.” Sermons 


critical of other faiths were not included in the choice, 

Sermons in the volume are classified under: Adora- 
tion, The Bible, Christian Life, The Church, The Church 
and Youth, Evangelistic Preaching, Easter, Faith, For- 
giveness, etc. 


LUST FOR POWER. By Joseph Haroutunian. 


Scribner’s Sons. 174 pages. $3.00. 
The author, now professor on the faculty of Me- 
Cormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, was born in 


Turkey, graduated from Columbia University and Union 
Theological Seminary, and for 8 years served as assist- 
ant professor of Biblical history at Wellesley College. 

“Lust for Power’ is the presentation of a study of 
the mis-use of power which has become the chief social 
problem of modern life. Recognizing a natural love of 
power for a good end. the author offers a description of 
the process in which love of power is changed into lust 
for power, with’ special emphasis on the new power 
available in our technological society. The final chapter 
faith and culture as the double antidote to lust, and as 
the condition of a life at once natural and good. 

The study is presented in 8 chapters: New Occasion 
for Lust, Lust in the New Society, Lust in the Making, 
Lust for Freedom, Guilt in the Career of Lust, Man in 
Isolation, The Problem of Love, Antidote to Lust. 


SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
FOR 1950. By Earl Douglass. 
The Macmillan Company. 467 pp. $2.50. 

When the name of Dr. Earl L. Douglass appears in 
connection with any publication we may be sure that 
scholarship will speak through that writing. He now 
lives at Princeton, New Jersey, whence he graduated. 
He is especially interested in week-day religious educa- 
tion and the temperance movement. 

This publication is the eleventh edition of the Snow- 
den-Douglass Sunday School Lessons, of which this pub- 
lication is the twenty-ninth annual volume. 

For fourteen lessons, ‘The Early Church Faces Its 
World,” beginning with the company of disciples during 
the days of preparation. It sweeps through church 
organization and leadership to the church at Rome, and 
presents the church suffering and triumphant. 

Then the Resurrection story is presented with Christ 
as the firstfruits of those who sleep. 

From here on the prophets speak with no uncertain 
sound. Amos and Social Righteousness, Hosea and 
God’s_ Forgiving Love, Micah's 
Habakkuk and Trust in God, Zephaniah’s Call to Re- 
pentance, Malchi and Whole-Hearted Religion, Jonah 
and God’s Missionary Purpose. 


Hope of Salvation, 


~ 
Then there comes a galaxy of great men and women, 


such as Jacob, Moses, Ruth, Samuel, David, Elijah, 
Ezra, John, the Preacher of Repentance, Mary, the 


Mother of Jesus, Peter, John, Mark, James, leader in- 


the Church at Jerusalem, and Paul, the World Wide 
Evangelist. 

The Fourth Quarter shows growth in Christian Living. 
What it is, Using the Bible, Prayer, Fellowship with 
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Other Christians, Worship, Stewardship of Money, of 


Life, and of the Gospel. It closes the year with the 
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cough fellowship with Christ. 
‘Sach paragraph closes with a 
ah type, so that it stands out. 
‘First the lesson text, then the Lesson Plan, followed 
simple yet complete presentation of that plan. There 
ee definite questions and topics for discussion. Then 
eere are valuable hints to teachers. There are helpful 
wustrations which are worth the price of the book. 

Nit is an invaluable book to anyone who would find 
ee heart of each lesson as related to personal decision 
ins social action. ‘The teacher's task in presenting 
story, timely events, and the literature of the ages, 
greatly simplified. 

‘This book presents source material in a simple way. 
a pen truth here finds a Scriptural background. It 


that comes in growing 


lesson presented in 


fill prove helpful to the pastor, the teacher, and the 
school.—Alfred Luke Faust. 
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E WEIGHT OF GLORY AND OTHER ADDRESSES. 
C. S. Lewis. The Macmillan Company. 66 pp. $1.25. 
A selection of five addresses by C. S. Lewis, lecturer 
m English Literature at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
the Weight of Glory is a selection of messages delivered 
yy the English scholar during the last war and immedi- 
ety following it. 
With féw editorial revisions, the series is practically 
ss delivered by Mr. Lewis, whose inimitable style 
secures attention immediately at the outset of his talk 
nnd holds it to the very end. The first address, which 
tives the book its title, concerns Heaven and the 
uture life. Given during wartime conditions in Great 
Bain. with the threat of the enemy hovering over the 
nd, one can imagine the reception it received because 
of its timeliness. 

“Transposition,” ‘‘Membership,” “Learning in War- 
Time,” and “The Inner Ring,” complete the contents of 
the book, dealing with such subjects as the relation of 
-smotions and sensations to spiritual and physical ex- 
werience, personality and eternal life, excitement, frus- 
ration, and fear, the three enemies that attack students 
uring wartime, and the foolishness of desiring to enter 
~vertain social or professional groups simply “to be 
“inside.” 

The author of the fascinating ‘“Screwtape Letters” 
thas given us some solid Christian fare to munch upon 
tas ministers and laymen.—}Villiam Folprecht. 


"MEDITERRANEAN MEDITATIONS. By Charles H. 
‘Nabers, pocket size, paper bound, 48 pp., 50c. 

This booklet of Radio Devotions will provide source 
-material and many near-to-life illustrations to ministers 
swho are in need of thought stimulators for many occa- 
-sions. It can be ordered from Keys Printing Company, 
}Greenville, South Carolina, with remittance of 50c. The 
»contents page lists 25 titles of individual Radio Devo- 
‘tions, including many suitable for the Christmas season, 
and the opening of a new year. 


DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL. Compiled and Edited 
by G. B. F. Hallock, and M. K. W. Heicher, Harpers, 
360 pp., $2.50. : 
In addition to the Table of Contents and Scriptural 

Index in the fore-part of this volume in the series, are 
‘six sections, prior to the usual weekly chapters, devoted 
to: 

1. Calendars for 1950-51 and prayers for specific 
occasions. 
2. Question-box (Pleas from the Pews). 
3. Themes for Preaching. 

4. Outlines-Themes for Lenten Services. 
13 Conduct of Holy Communion. 

6. Missions and Missionaries. _ 
| 
| 
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The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling’’ applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG’S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library ina 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books. First, the 
Main Concordance, containing in alpha- 
betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears. 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised ver- 
sions, including certain American varia- 
— tions. This is followed by a concise He- 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament. 

All this wealth of material, to which a 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
for only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10). 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


_——— Order from your Bookseller! ---——4 


If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 


+ 1 
H Please Send Me: H 
' Strong’s Concordance [_] $8.75 [_] $10 ; 

i] 
: Name 2 
: Address ! 
: City_ _State ; 
; $_____ Enclosed 2 ' 
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By Frank E. Gaebelein. 


RELIGION’S PLACE IN GENERAL EDUCATION. 
By Nevin C. Harner. John Knox Press. 167 pp. $2.50 

This thought-provoking book, just off the press, deal: 
with a question which has been ignored by some anc 
taken for granted by others,—the place of religion ir 
general education. The author is clear cut in his pro. 
nouncements, and makes a definite contribution to the 
field of general education and to the field of religion, 
He believes that religion and education are so inter: 
related that neither is complete without the other and 
that each contributes to the other. Men whose education 
is confined to a knowledge of things and their forces or 
to a knowledge of men and their ways need a knowl- 
edge of God and His love in order to make their educa- 
tion complete. In four scholarly chapters, the author 
makes clear the place that religion has in general edu- 
cation and the place that education should have in the 
promotion of religion. The last part of the book pre- 
sents the report of the Committee on Religion and Edu- 
cation of “The American Council on Education,” 
entitled “The Relation of Religion to Public Education: 
The Basic Principles.” This report reflects the thinking 
of outstanding leaders in the field of Genera! Education 
and in the field of Religious Education. 

A timely volume on a timely topic which should be 
of interest to educators and ministers alike.—Roy C. 
Helfenstein. 


PHILEMON, THE GOSPEL OF EMANCIPATION. 
Van Kampen Press. 
42 pp. pamphlet. No price giyen. 


This is a narrative and devotional commentary, first 


published ten years ago, but worth a reissue. The 
Epistle of Paul to Philemon is unique among the 
apostle’s writings. It is a beautiful, personal note 


concerning the return of a runaway slave to his master, 


While no attempt is made in the letter to discuss pro- 
found theological questions, this little epistle began the 
practical movement leading to the abolition of slavery. 
Yet we ask, “Has slavery been abolished?” There is 
a worse slavery than that of the body. In his second 
epistle, Peter mentions it, as Weymouth translates it, 
“A man is the slave of anything of which he has been 
overcome.” Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin is 
the slave of sin.” As Christ emancipated Philemon, so 
He will free anyone in bondage who yields himself to 
the Saviour. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.” 
One will get a new and refreshing understanding of 
this short letter, and of the relation of Christ to free- 
dom, by reading this pamphlet; and the deyotional life 
will be increased also.—W. R. Siegart. 


HUMANISM AS A PHILOSOPHY. By Corliss Lamont. 
New York Philosophical Library. 349 pp. : 
Bibliography and index. $3.75. 


This volume is an enlargement and expansion of the © 
author’s lecture course at Columbia, 1946-49. It is, per- - 
haps, the best single volume presentation of the subject. 

Humanism is a man-centered philosophy. It has no 
place for God, the supernatural or immortality. Reason 
is the final judge. Science and its techniques are yery 
important. Nature is the sum total of reality, Matter, ~ 
not mind, is the foundation-stuff of the universe. “Man — 
stands alone in a universe that does not care.” “Hu- 7 
manism assigns to man nothing less than the task Ota 
being his own saviour and redeemer."’ There is no — 
creator; only evolution. ‘ 

More than one person will have good reason to doubt — 
this statement of the author: “The Russians have also _ 
made rapid strides in respect to economie democracy, 
cultural democracy and equality between the sexes.” 


Lest anyone dismiss this with a shrug, it would be 
bll to ponder this statement: ‘“‘No nation in the world 
{more secular and this-worldly, more truly humanist, 
its predominant interests than America.” Certainly 
ccularism in our country is pronounced. And both the 
eclaration of Independence and the preamble to the 
pnstitution have humanistic leanings, 
(One cannot meet an issue without understanding it, 
md I know of no other available source, as clearly 
rritten as this one, for a clear understanding of what 
ee philosophy of humanism is—W. R. Siegart. 


HE ATOMYSTIC WAY. By Warner Tabb. 
cxposition Press. 63 pp. $2.00. 
‘This is a book of verse blending science and mysticism 
y a philosophic engineer, in search of a new under- 
sanding of the mind and universe. It is the conviction 
ff the author that the new concept of the atom gives 
m insight into the true spiritual-mental character of 
mur world. 

For those not familiar with the terminology of the- 
retical physics the thought is sometimes difficult to 
~wllow. One page devoted to a definition of terms would 
gave made the book more useful. 4 

Warner Tabb is a graduate engineer of the University 
ff Virginia who has had wide experience in the indus- 
rial world and has taught in two. universities.— 
feredith J. Sprunger. 


JACK DAWN AND THE WIZARD OF THE WOODS. 
By Joseph W. Coughlin. Van Kampen Press. 160 pp. 
31.50. 

What is the mystery of the strange old man the boys 
ind living in the woods, apparently trying to keep away 
‘from people? The solution of this mystery intrigues the 
yooys at Camp Chippewamac. One incident succeeds an- 
other, and draws the reader on with interest. Jack 
“experiences a death trap episode. One of the canoes 
idisappears. Flashing night signals increase the air of 
mystery. And there is a smugglers’ hideout. Excite- 
ment lends added impetus to the boys’ desire to solve 
‘the mystery. 

The story begins with two boys swearing an oath that 
if in future years one becomes rich and the other poor, 
ithe one with more will share with the one with less. 
‘The story ends - - - but that comes with the reading of 
ithe tale. : 

It is well written and well told. It shows that 
‘Christian literature can be interesting and intriguing. 
Girls, as well as boys, will enjoy this exciting story. 
And I venture that adults who have not lost the 
adventurous spirit will read it also—W. R. Siegart. 


Goodness 
(From page 451) 
that emphasis we will be inviting the disaster 
which has befallen all other civilizations 
which have tried to be good without being 
religious. 
Jessica Dragonette tells a story about vice- 
president Barkley which is very apropos. She 
was describing the President’s sixty-fifth birth- 
day party. Vice-president Barkley sang 
“Wagon Wheels” with such fervour and 
‘meaning that Miss Dragonette suggested that 
that particular piece must have a special mean- 
ing for the vice-president. “Indeed it has 
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Series Sunday School literature. Sample 

copies are available.) 

These studies comprise a course on 
Bible synthesis and are designed to 
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with the content of Scripture. Shows 
the inter-relation between the Books of 
the Bible. An inexhaustible source of 
suggestive material for teaching and 
sermonizing. 
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said Mr. Barkley, ‘In our home we had a 
large family, and I well remember following 
the wagon wheels over the fields of our farm 
in providing for it. But I remember especially. 
how my father would gather our large family 
in that wagon on Sunday and convey us all to 
the little old church for divine worship.” 


Lowell Thomas, the great news commentator: 
once said, as he was instrumental in re-locat- 


ing a church to a most prominent site up at 
Quaker Hill, “I would not want to live in a 


place where I could not see a church: tower 


on the horizon.” 
These are the fundamental qualities which 


we must insist upon in men and women before, 
we entrust them with leadership. It is much. 
more important to know how our city fathers | 


and other political leaders feel about God 
than it is to know how they feel about a 


reduced subway fare, as important as that may 


be 


This morning as I waited the time for 


service, above the noise of subway and ele- 


vated, I could hear the ringing of church bells 
and I visualized the same music predominant 
throughout the length and breadth of our 
land. It is the symphony of truth, righteous- 
ness and stability. Let us keep those church 
bells ringing; keep the church doors open; 
keep our sanctuaries filled, for these are the 
signs of religious and spiritual practices, the 
sine quo non of America and the world. “I 
was glad when they said unto me, let us go 
into the House of the Lord.” May we never 
forfeit this gladness. 


Resentment 
(From page 449) 


human being can be said to serve unselfishly. 
He has a genuine interest in people and wishes 
very much to assist them in finding their 
destiny and realizing their proper place in 
life. It is his desire, not to set people straight, 
but to help them find their better selves. His 
call thus becomes other-centered instead of 
self-centered. 


This was the spirit that motivated Albert 


Schweitzer. He had found a comfortable and 


happy place in life. He had achieved distinc- 


tion and was well-known as a theologian, 
philosopher, and musician. 
years of age the thought occurred to him, 
“Why should I be so happy when there is so 


Then at thirty 


f 


much suffering? I must not accept this hap-— 


piness as a matter of course. I must give © 


something in return for it.” Then it so 


chanced that he discovered a plea in a mis- 
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Rochester 2, N. ¥. | Sionaty publication coming from Africa, call- — 


x 


The Expositor” 


e 


| 


have known 


g for missionaries. Quietly he closed the 
uper. He had found the object of his quest. 
hus in 1905 he enrolled as a student of medi- 
ne and pursued for the required number of 
sars this most arduous course of study, sup- 
orting himself in part with organ concerts 
yr which he was famous. And then he 
buried” himself in French Equatorial Africa. 
It was my answer to Jesus’ saying,” he ex- 
lained, “‘whoever would save his life would 
yse it, but whoever would lose his life for 
je sake of the gospel would find it.” When 
eople who were Christians tried to dissuade 
im he exclaimed, “They could not conceive 
hat a desire to serve the love preached by 
esus would sweep a man into a new course 
if life. There are no heroes of action. There 
re only heroes of renunciation and suffering.” 

I believe that something of this spirit must 
notivate the man who feels he is being called 
‘0 the gospel ministry; that it must be there if 
ye is to be free from subsequent disillusion- 
nent and resentment. I know too that it is in 
the fabric of human nature to wish to succeed, 
sut the minister must modify and cleanse his 
conception of success. It cannot be geared to 
-he secular, materialistic conception. Lfieiteis: 
cynicism is his destiny. But if he can define 
success as the doing of good and the elevation 
of human life wherever he may be, then his 
destiny is ever increasing happiness and rich- 
ness. We are not called to be great. We are 
called to be useful. These statements are not 
idealistic rhetoric. They are the expression of a 
psychological, spiritual fact. But one must live 
to know it. 

Furthermore, the minister may find himself 
resentful also toward his brethren in the min- 
istry for a somewhat different reason. This 
‘emotional tone may attach itself to another 
‘minister or group of ministers in the com- 
‘munity where he is living. It may attach itself 
to his his predecessor of successor, Of both. 
It may attach itself to other ministers else- 
where and in somewhat differing positions. 
These are pathetic facts, but they are facts, 
and have led to equally pathetic situations. In 
the course of my own experience I have known 
of many instances where a new clergyman com- 
ing on the field has taken delight in reports 
that might have been circulating locally that 
reflected on the financial or moral integrity 
of his predecessor, and he in turn has happily 
engaged in furthering their circulation. 
also of incumbents of the holy 
‘office who have sternly refused to extend to 
the former incumbent the courtesy of the pul- 
pit. All such ludicrous situations ate appat- 


“ent, in the church and out of it. 
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They are ludicrous because they are sure 
indications of immaturity in personality devel- 
opment. Such a spirit is a far cry from the 
maturity of love, which is the Christian ideal. 
Such an individual has not got very far beyond 
the childish stage of rivalry, strife, and ego- 
centricity. And yet such clergymen are often 
those who speak in no uncertain terms of con- 
version as being the change that occurs in the 
believer from an ego-centered person to a 
Christ-centered person. He is the one who is 
most apt to insist upon correctness in theo- 
logical dogma, because it is easier to be correct 
in dogma than it is to be correct in life. In 
such instances, resentment arises often from 
fear that one is inferior. Fear becomes the 


source of the resentment, and thus fear itself 
is a mark of immaturity. Perfect (mature) 
love casts out fear. The victim of such resent- 
ments must recognize these factors if he is to 
rise above them. 
Too often, 


however, the resentment is 
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rationalized and the self absolved of guilt i 
quite another direction. The rival is usuall 
accused of being unorthodox, or modern, o 
he may be called a proselyter. He may b 
charged with certain sins. In reality the on 
who is making the charges is deeply resentfu 
of the suspected superiority of the other anc 
fearful of his own inferiority. This is the kine 
of situation to which the minister must no 
yield if he is to preserve the integrity of hi 
personality. Being a minister is not a mattes 
of keeping up appearances. Appearances are 
immaterial. Basic conduct patterns are ma. 
terial. Unfortunately, we have inherited a 
divisive denominationalism and thought-pattern 
that places ministers in false positions of 
rivalry. We are taught to be suspicious of the 
motives of others, more than we are taught to 
look upon them as co-laborers in Christ. Not 
only are we taught to be suspicious; we are 
also taught to be positively antagonistic. This 
is our unfortunate heritage. The minister is 
not absolved of guilt in this matter, for it is 
too often he who assists in passing on this 
doubtful heritage to others. 

To conquer this immature and pernicious 
personality and attitude pattern one must first 
recognize and acknowledge its evil origin. He 
must primarily recognize his own imperfec- 
tions as playing a causative role. Then he 
must learn to look upon his brother in the 
ministry as being a very imperfect human being 
as well. This look must not be the jaundiced 
look of suspicion, but rather the wholesome 
look of sympathy, understanding and love. | 
This man he fears and hates quite possibly’ 
fears and hates him too. He too has a hard. 
problem to face within himself, and quite | 
possibly beyond himself as well. He is far 
from the self-assured, confident, Superior per-. 
son your feelings of inferiority have pictured 
him to be. He is not to be resented. He is 
to be understood and loved. He is to be con- 
sidered as a comrade and not as a rival. He 
has his problems too. It may be he does take 
unfair advantage, and he may create a breach, 
but one must bear in mind that such a strategy, 
if it may be called a strategy, indicates a mal- 
adjusted personality, and a compensatory drive 
for power. To yield to resentment and retalia: 
tion in kind is to injure one’s own personality 
and to decrease in spiritual stature. > = 


Of what use is the celebration of the 
Christmas Season if we do not live the message 
Christ brought? . 
“Though Christ a thousand times 

lehem be born, rs 

If He's not born in thee, thy soul is all 

forlorn.” ¥ 
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‘CHOIR GOWNS- 


Send For Our 
Price List 
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$s] so 


Pulpit and 
Judicial Gowns, 
Academic Caps, 

Gowns and Hoods 


150 WEST 22nd ST. 
NEW YORK I1,N.Y. 


INTERNATIONAL 


BRONZE TABLET CO., INC. 


°Puipit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
| RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 


<2 Embroideries - Vestments 
=) Hangings - Communion 
Sets - Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 4 


A lational sus s, 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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“Jl [TIGHLANO, 14L/NO/S 


a LEADER for forty years! 


Perfection in construction, per- 


. and 
Exp. 


formance, reliability . . 
artistically tops! 


Used Religious Book 
Catalog - FREE 


WRITE TODAY -Deprt. E 


—a- 1019 WEALTHY’ST, S. E. 
GRAND RAPIOS 6, MICHIGAN 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


TROY, N.Y. 


A serviceable combination 
envelope holder that will 
harmonize with most church 


pews. Black and gold poly- 
chrome, takes 234-inch ene. 
velope. 


$20.00 rer nunone 
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The Expositor 


‘ = ; a 


A composite of 30 different funeral sermons, 
by various authors, to help you conduct your 
funeral services with more confidence and 
ease of mind. 


Do you grope for a satisfactory message when 
called upon to conduct a funeral service? Let 
“The Life That Never Ends” be 
your guide. This reference volume .~ 
of funeral sermons embraces both 
normal and abnormal situations. 

Be assured you can deliver pleas- 
ing and comforting messages to the 
family and friends of victims of ac- 
cidents, untimely deaths or even 
suicides. 

Price: $2.00 met per copy . 
Order direct from publisher. 


Concordia Publishing House 


3558- A S. JEFFERSON AVE. e ST. LOUIS.18, MO. 


Young Man's Fancy 


In the Spring a young man’s fancy, so it is Said, turns to thoughts of love. If he be 
a minister and love be more than a pleasant emotion, he will think again about 
protection for those he loves and provision for their education. 


The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund exists just to help such men... So write today to 33: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


For Life Insuranee 


ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 
The First Life Insurance Company in America -- The Oldest in the World 
Serving Ministers, Their Wives and Theological Students of All Protestant Denominations 


Founded 1717 — Chartered 1759 


Home Office 
1805 WALNUT STREET PHILADELPHIA 3, PA: 


Boston Office St. Louis Office Atlanta Office ne 
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BOSTON 8, MASS. ST. LOUIS 1, MO. ATLANTA 3, GA. = 


“MORE THAN A BUSINESS -- AN INSTITUTION” 
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No., 16> ! a practical 
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pages of maps! full color 
Study aids. Wich of with- 
out slide fastener Popular 


price 


National BIBLES 


